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This chapter contains Alaska’s general animal protection and related statutes with an effective date on or before September 1, 2025. 
It begins with a detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full text of the statutes themselves. The 
various provisions are organized into categories with the relevant part of each statute italicized.  
 
Alaska may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes, may have other more specific statutes 
in addition to those included, and may have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. Because the law is continually evolving, 
always review an official source for the most current language of any statute. 
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Alaska Laws 

SUBSTANTIVE PROHIBITIONS AND EXEMPTIONS 

1. Defini�on of 
“Animal” 

“…[V]ertebrate living creature not a human being, but does not include fish” 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.190 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.81.900(b)(3) 

2. General Cruelty 

Neglect 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.100 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(2) 
First offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Second offense within ten years of prior animal cruelty, sexual assault, or fighting 
offenses: Class C felony 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(g),(h) 
 
Cruelty 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(1),(h) 
Class C felony  
 
Kill or injure with a decompression chamber 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(3),(h) 
Class C felony  
 
Poisoning 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(4),(h) 
Class C felony  
 
Cruelty with the intent to threaten, in�midate, or terrorize another person 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(5) 
First offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Second offense within ten years of prior animal cruelty, sexual assault, or fighting 
offenses: Class C felony 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(g),(h) 
 
Each animal vic�m is a separate offense 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(b) 
 
Exemp�ons:  

Veterinary prac�ce, research animals, wildlife, accepted farm animal husbandry 
prac�ces, rodeo, other 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(c),(e) 
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3. Animal Figh�ng 

Various animal figh�ng ac�vi�es 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.145 
Class C felony 
 
Being a spectator at an animal fight  
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.145 
First offense: violation 
Second offense: violation punishable by up to $1,000 fine 
Subsequent offenses: Class A misdemeanor 

4. Sexual Assault 

Various ac�vi�es involving the sexual assault of an animal  
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(a)(6, 7),(f) 
First offense: Class A misdemeanor 
Subsequent offenses within 10 years of sex assault, animal cruelty, or animal 
fighting: Class C felony 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(g),(h) 
 

5. Cruelty to Working 
Animals 

Harming a police dog in the first degree  
ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.705 
Class C felony 
 
Harming a police dog in the second degree  
ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.710 
Class A misdemeanor 
 
Exemp�ons:  

Defense to harming a police dog 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.715 

6. Laws Specific to 
Farmed Animals 

[None] 

7. Cruel Hun�ng, 
Trapping, and 
Fishing 

[None] 

REPORTING LAWS 

8. Cross Repor�ng [None] 

9. Veterinary 
Repor�ng 

Veterinary repor�ng is permited under Alaska administra�ve regula�ons  
12 AAC 68.100 
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10. “Ag-Gag” Laws [None] 

CIVIL AND CIVILIAN INTERVENTION 

11. Emergency Rescue 
and Relief  

[None] 

12. Civil Enforcement [None] 

13. Domes�c Rela�ons 

The Court can grant possession of a pet in a protec�ve order and can order the 
abuser to pay support for the pet.  
ALASKA STAT. § 18.66.100(c)(10),(12)    
 

Defini�on of “domes�c violence” includes cruelty to a pet. 
ALASKA STAT. § 18.66.990(3)(I) 
 
In a judgement for divorce the court may consider the well-being of the animal 
when determining ownership 
ALASKA STAT. § 25.24.160(a)(5) 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE INTERVENTION 

14. Maximum Penal�es 
and Statute of 
Limita�ons  

Class A misdemeanor 
Without aggravating factors: 30 days imprisonment 
With aggravating factors: 1 year and/or $25,000 fine 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.135(a) 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.035(b)(5) 
 
Class C felony 
5 years imprisonment and/or $50,000 fine 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.125(e) 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.035(b)(4) 
 
Statute of limita�ons 
5 years 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.10.010(b)(2) 

15. Law 
Enforcement 
Policies 

For purposes of the animal protec�on statutes, “peace officer” includes officers of 
the state troopers, municipal police force members, and village or regional public 
safety officers. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.110(b)(c) 

16. Seizure 
Peace officer may obtain a search warrant and seize animal if probable cause exists. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.110(b) 
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Before taking an animal into protec�ve custody, a peace officer shall confer with a 
veterinarian who must decide whether seizure is in the immediate best interest of 
the animal. Peace officer shall make the determina�on if unable to confer with a 
veterinarian. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.110(c) 
 
Peace officer shall place animal into protec�ve custody before removing animal 
from loca�on and therea�er place the animal with a veterinarian; or if one is not 
available, a responsible public or private caregiver. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.120(a) 
 
Immediate no�ce of the seizure and the right to pe��on the court for return of the 
animal shall be given to the animal’s owner. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.120(b) 

17. Courtroom 
Animal Advocate 
Program 

[None] 

18. Res�tu�on and 
Reimbursement  

To prevent adop�on or destruc�on of a seized animal, defendant may post a bond 
or security for costs of the animal’s care.  
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130(d),(e) 
  
State is not required to reimburse public or private en��es that voluntarily assist 
with mistreated animals. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130(f) 
 
The court may require defendant to make reimbursement for care provided any 
animal affected. 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(g),(h) 

19. Forfeiture and 
Possession Bans 

If seized animal’s owner is unknown and cannot be reasonably ascertained, the 
animal shall be considered a stray or abandoned. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.120(c) 
 
Upon determina�on by a veterinarian if available, that it is probable a seized animal 
cannot recover, the animal may be humanely destroyed. A veterinarian may also 
recommend other instances where a seized animal should be humanely destroyed. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130(a),(b) 
 
An owner may prevent a seized animal’s adop�on or destruc�on, by either 
pe��oning the court for the animal’s return or by pos�ng a bond for the animal’s 
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care. If the bond expires and the court has not ordered an alterna�ve disposi�on, 
the animal becomes the property of the custodian. 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130(d),(e) 
 
The court may require forfeiture of the animal affected and may prohibit or limit 
the defendant’s ownership, possession or custody of animals for up to ten years. 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140(g),(h) 
 
Upon convic�on for animal figh�ng, animals, equipment, vehicles, money, and 
other personal property used in the offense are forfeited. 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.145 

20. Rehabilita�ve 
Sentencing 

[None] 
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1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.190. Defini�ons.  
 
In AS 03.55.100 – 03.55.190, 

(1) “animal” has the meaning given in AS 11.81.900; 
(2) "cost of care" means the cost of shelter, care, veterinary assistance, and medical treatment rendered to 

the animal;                                                                      
(3) "cruelty to animals" includes acts cons�tu�ng cruelty to animals under AS 11.61.140(a), acts promo�ng 

an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals under AS 11.61.145(a)(1) or (2), and other serious acts of animal 
cruelty warran�ng protec�ve ac�ons under AS 03.55.100 - 03.55.190, whether or not they are 
specifically listed in AS 11.61.140 or 11.61.145;  

(4) “custodian” means a person responsible by law for the care, custody, or control of animals; 
 

(5) “department” means the Department of Environmental Conserva�on. 
 

(6) "peace officer" means                                                                               
(A) an officer of the state troopers;                                                              
(B) a member of the police force of a municipality;  
(C) a village public safety officer; or                                                            
(D) a regional public safety officer. 

 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.81.900. Defini�ons. 
 
NOTE: Unrelated statutory text has been omited.  
 

*  *  * 
(b) In this �tle, unless otherwise specified or unless the context requires otherwise, 

 
*  *  * 

(3) “animal” means a vertebrate living creature not a human being, but does not include fish;  
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2. GENERAL CRUELTY 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.100. Minimum standards of care for animals.  
 

(a) The minimum standards of care for animals include 
(1) food and water sufficient to maintain each animal in good health; 
(2) an environment compatible with protecting and maintaining the good health and safety of the 

animal; and 
(3) reasonable medical care at times and to the extent available and necessary to maintain the 

animal in good health. 
(b) Any determination as to whether or not the standards of this chapter are met shall be based on the 

professional opinion of a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98. 
(c) The department may adopt regulations to implement this section. 

 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140. Cruelty to animals. 

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if the person 
(1) knowingly inflicts severe or prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal; 
(2) has a legal duty to care for the animal and, with criminal negligence, fails to care for an animal 

and, as a result, causes the death of the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged 
suffering to the animal; 

(3) kills or injures an animal by the use of a decompression chamber; 
(4) intentionally kills or injures a pet or livestock by the use of poison; 
(5) knowingly kills or injures an animal, other than as provided in (1) or (3) of this subsection, with 

the intent to intimidate, threaten, or terrorize another person; 
(6) knowingly 

(A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal; or 
(B) under circumstances not proscribed under AS 11.41.455, 

(i) photographs or films, for purposes of sexual gra�fica�on, a person engaged in 
sexual conduct with an animal; or 

(ii) causes, induces, aids, or encourages another person to engage in sexual 
conduct with an animal; or 

(7) inten�onally permits sexual conduct with an animal to be conducted on any premises under the 
person’s control. 

(b) Each animal that is subject to cruelty to animals under (a) of this section shall constitute a separate 
offense. 

(c) It is a defense to a prosecu�on under this sec�on that the conduct of the defendant 
(1) was part of scien�fic research governed by accepted standards; 
(2) cons�tuted the humane destruc�on of an animal; 
(3) conformed to accepted veterinary or animal husbandry prac�ces; 
(4) was necessarily incidental to lawful fishing, hun�ng or trapping ac�vi�es; 
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(5) conformed to professionally accepted training and discipline standards. 
(d) In (a)(2) of this section, failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal under AS 

03.55.100 is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal. 
(e) This sec�on does not apply to generally accepted dog mushing or pulling contests or prac�ces or rodeos 

or stock contests. 
(f) In this sec�on, “sexual conduct” means any 

(1) touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through clothing, of the genitals or anus of 
an animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person on any part of the animal for 
the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on or arousal of the person; 

(2) contact, however slight, between the mouth, genitals, or anus of a person and the sex organ or 
anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body of the person into 
the sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion of the genitals or anus of the person into 
the mouth of the animal for the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on of the person. 

(g) Except as provided in (h) of this sec�on, cruelty to animals under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on is 
a class A misdemeanor. The court may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 
or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 
providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 years. 
(h) Cruelty to animals under (a)(1), (3), or (4) of this sec�on is a class C felony. Cruelty to animals is also a 

class C felony if the person is convicted under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on and the person has 
been previously convicted on one or more separate occasions within 10 years of the date of the present 
offense of a crime under this sec�on, AS 11.61.145(a)(1) or (2), or a law or ordinance of another 
jurisdic�on having elements similar to those offenses. For a convic�on under this subsec�on, the court 
may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 
or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 
providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 
years. 
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3. ANIMAL FIGHTING 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.145. Promo�ng an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals. 
 

(a) A person commits the crime or offense, as applicable, of promoting an exhibition of fighting animals if 
the person 

(1) owns, possesses, keeps, or trains an animal with intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of 
fighting animals; 

(2) instigates, promotes, or has a pecuniary interest in an exhibition of fighting animals; or 
(3) attends an exhibition of fighting animals. 

(b) The animals, equipment, vehicles, money, and other personal property used by a person in a violation 
of (a)(1) or (2) of this section shall be forfeited to the state if the person is convicted of an offense 
under this section. 

(c) Repealed by SLA 2019, ch. 13 § 103, eff. Oct. 17, 2019.  
(d) Promoting an exhibition of fighting animals 

(1) under (a)(1) or (2) of this section is a class C felony; 
(2) under (a)(3) of this section is  

(A) a violation  
(i) for the first offense; 
(ii) punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 for the second offense; and  

(B) a class A misdemeanor for the third and each subsequent offense. 
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4. SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140. Cruelty to animals. 

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if the person 
(1) knowingly inflicts severe or prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal; 
(2) has a legal duty to care for the animal and, with criminal negligence, fails to care for an animal and, 

as a result, causes the death of the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged suffering to 
the animal; 

(3) kills or injures an animal by the use of a decompression chamber; 
(4) inten�onally kills or injures a pet or livestock by the use of poison; 
(5) knowingly kills or injures an animal, other than as provided in (1) or (3) of this subsec�on, with the 

intent to in�midate, threaten, or terrorize another person; 
(6) knowingly 

(A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal; or 
(B) under circumstances not proscribed under AS 11.41.455, 

(i) photographs or films, for purposes of sexual gratification, a person engaged in sexual 
conduct with an animal; or 

(ii) causes, induces, aids, or encourages another person to engage in sexual conduct with 
an animal; or 

(7) intentionally permits sexual conduct with an animal to be conducted on any premises under the 
person’s control. 

(b) Each animal that is subject to cruelty to animals under (a) of this sec�on shall cons�tute a separate offense. 
(c) It is a defense to a prosecu�on under this sec�on that the conduct of the defendant 

(1) was part of scien�fic research governed by accepted standards; 
(2) cons�tuted the humane destruc�on of an animal; 
(3) conformed to accepted veterinary or animal husbandry prac�ces; 
(4) was necessarily incidental to lawful fishing, hun�ng or trapping ac�vi�es; 
(5) conformed to professionally accepted training and discipline standards. 

(d) In (a)(2) of this sec�on, failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal under AS 03.55.100 
is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal. 

(e) This sec�on does not apply to generally accepted dog mushing or pulling contests or prac�ces or rodeos or 
stock contests. 

(f) In this section, “sexual conduct” means any 
(1) touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through clothing, of the genitals or anus of an 

animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person on any part of the animal for the 
purpose of sexual gratification or arousal of the person; 

(2) contact, however slight, between the mouth, genitals, or anus of a person and the sex organ or 
anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body of the person into the 
sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion of the genitals or anus of the person into the 
mouth of the animal for the purpose of sexual gratification of the person. 

(g) Except as provided in (h) of this section, cruelty to animals under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this section is a class 
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A misdemeanor. The court may also 
(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 

or medical treatment for the animal; 
(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 

providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 years. 
(h) Cruelty to animals under (a)(1), (3), or (4) of this sec�on is a class C felony. Cruelty to animals is also a class 

C felony if the person is convicted under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on and the person has been 
previously convicted on one or more separate occasions within 10 years of the date of the present offense 
of a crime under this sec�on, AS 11.61.145(a)(1) or (2), or a law or ordinance of another jurisdic�on having 
elements similar to those offenses. For a convic�on under this subsec�on, the court may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 
or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 
providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected;  

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 
years.  
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5. CRUELTY TO WORKING ANIMALS 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.705. Harming a police dog in the first degree. 
 

(a) A person commits the crime of harming a police dog in the first degree if the person intentionally kills 
or causes serious physical injury to a police dog, knowing the dog to be a police dog. 

(b) Harming a police dog in the first degree is a class C felony. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.710. Harming a police dog in the second degree. 
 

(a) A person commits the crime of harming a police dog in the second degree if the person intentionally 
causes physical injury to or, without causing physical injury to, torments, kicks, strikes, stones, or 
tampers with a police dog, knowing the dog to be a police dog. 

(b) Harming a police dog in the second degree is a class A misdemeanor. 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 11.56.715. Defense to harming a police dog 
 
It is a defense to a prosecu�on under AS 11.56.705 or 11.56.710 that the conduct of the defendant 

(1) conformed to accepted veterinary prac�ce; or 
(2) was in response to a direct atack on the defendant by a police dog not ac�ng under the control of a 

peace officer. 
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6. LAWS SPECIFIC TO FARMED ANIMALS 
 

Editor’s Note: This section does not contain all state or territorial laws regarding farmed animals. This section 
contains only criminal statutes with the primary purpose of preventing individual farmed animals from 
suffering unnecessary pain or suffering.  
 

[None]  
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7. CRUEL HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND FISHING 
 

Editor’s Note: This section does not contain all state or territorial laws regarding hunting, trapping, and fishing. 
This section contains only criminal statutes with the primary purpose of preventing individual wild animals from 
suffering unnecessary pain or suffering.  
 
 

[None]  
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8. CROSS REPORTING 
 

[None]  
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9. VETERINARY REPORTING 
 

12 AAC 68.100. Confiden�al rela�onship. 

(a) A licensed veterinarian shall maintain a confiden�al rela�onship with the client or the client's 
authorized agent. 

(b) Nothing in this section limits or interferes with a licensed veterinarian's ability to report suspected 
animal abuse. 

  



P a g e  | 18 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ALASKA 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (20TH EDITION) 

© 2025 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

 

10.   “AG-GAG” LAWS 
 

[None]  



P a g e  | 19 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ALASKA 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (20TH EDITION) 

© 2025 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

11.   EMERGENCY RESCUE AND RELIEF 
 

[None]  
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12.   CIVIL ENFORCEMENT 
 

[None]  
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13.   DOMESTIC RELATIONS 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 18.66.100. Protec�ve orders; eligible pe��oners; relief. 
 

(a) A person who is or has been a victim of a crime involving domestic violence may file a petition in the 
district or superior court for a protective order against a household member. A parent, guardian, or 
other representa�ve appointed by the court under this sec�on may file a pe��on for a protec�ve 
order on behalf of a minor. The court may appoint a guardian ad litem or atorney to represent the 
minor. Notwithstanding AS 25.24.310 or this sec�on, the office of public advocacy may not be 
appointed as a guardian ad litem or atorney for a minor in a pe��on filed under this sec�on unless 
the pe��on has been filed on behalf of the minor. 

(b) When a pe��on for a protec�ve order is filed, the court shall schedule a hearing and provide at least 
10 days' no�ce to the respondent of the hearing and of the respondent's right to appear and be 
heard, either in person or by an atorney. If the court finds by a preponderance of evidence that the 
respondent has commited a crime involving domes�c violence against the pe��oner, regardless of 
whether the respondent appears at the hearing, the court may order any relief available under (c) of 
this sec�on. The provisions of a protec�ve order issued under  

(1)  (c)(1) of this sec�on are effec�ve un�l further order of the court;  
(2) (c)(2) - (16) of this sec�on are effec�ve for one year unless earlier dissolved by court order. 

(c) A protec�ve order under this sec�on may 
(1) prohibit the respondent from threatening to commit or committing domestic violence, 

stalking, or harassment; 
(2) prohibit the respondent from telephoning, contac�ng, or otherwise  communica�ng 

directly or indirectly with the pe��oner; 
(3) remove and exclude the respondent from the residence of the pe��oner, regardless of 

ownership of the residence; 
(4) direct the respondent to stay away from the residence, school, or place of employment of 

the pe��oner or any specified place frequented by the pe��oner or any designated 
household member; 

(5) prohibit the respondent from entering a propelled vehicle in the possession of or occupied 
by the pe��oner; 

(6) prohibit the respondent from using or possessing a deadly weapon if the court finds the 
respondent was in the actual possession of or used a weapon during the commission of 
domes�c violence; 

(7) direct the respondent to surrender any firearm owned or possessed by the respondent if 
the court finds that the respondent was in the actual possession of or used a firearm 
during the commission of the domes�c violence; 

(8) request a peace officer to accompany the pe��oner to the pe��oner's residence to 
ensure that the pe��oner 

(A) safely obtains possession of the pe��oner's residence, vehicle, or personal items; 
and 

(B) is able to safely remove a vehicle or personal items from the pe��oner's residence; 
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(9) award temporary custody of a minor child to the pe��oner and may arrange for visita�on 
with a minor child if the safety of the child and the pe��oner can be protected; if 
visita�on is allowed, the court may order visita�on under the condi�ons provided in AS 
25.20.061; 

(10) give the petitioner possession and use of a vehicle and other essential personal items, 
including a pet, regardless of ownership of the items; 

(11) prohibit the respondent from consuming controlled substances; 
(12) require the respondent to pay support for the petitioner, a minor child in the care of the 

petitioner, or a pet in the care of the petitioner if there is an independent legal obligation 
of the respondent to support the petitioner, child, or pet; 

(13) require the respondent to reimburse the pe��oner or other person for expenses 
associated with the domes�c violence, including medical expenses, counseling, shelter, 
and repair or replacement of damaged property; 

(14) require the respondent to pay costs and fees incurred by the pe��oner in bringing the 
ac�on under this chapter; 

(15) order the respondent, at the respondent's expense, to par�cipate in (A) a program for the 
rehabilita�on of perpetrators of domes�c violence that meets the standards set by, and 
that is approved by, the Department of Correc�ons under AS 44.28.020(b), or (B) 
treatment for the abuse of alcohol or controlled substances, or both; a protec�ve order 
under this sec�on may not require a respondent to par�cipate in a program for the 
rehabilita�on of perpetrators of domes�c violence unless the program meets the 
standards set by, and that is approved by, the Department of Correc�ons under AS 
44.28.020(b); 

(16) order other relief the court determines necessary to protect the pe��oner or any 
household member. 

(d) If the court issues a protec�ve order under this sec�on, it shall 
(1) make reasonable efforts to ensure that the order is understood by the pe��oner and by the 

respondent, if present; and 
(2) have the order delivered to the appropriate local law enforcement agency for expedited 

service and for entry into the central registry of protec�ve orders under AS 18.65.540. 
(e) A court may not deny a pe��on for a protec�ve order under this sec�on solely because  

(1) there is a lapse of �me between an act of domes�c violence and the filing of the pe��on; 
(2) the act of domes�c violence was the basis for a previous protec�ve order; or 
(3) a court previously found that the incident was a crime of domes�c violence commited 

against the pe��oner but declined to order relief under this sec�on, if the pe��on alleges a 
change in circumstances since the court's previous finding. 
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(f) Within 30 days before, or within 60 days a�er, the expira�on of a protec�ve order issued or extended 
under (b)(2) of this sec�on, a pe��oner may pe��on the court for an extension of the protec�ve 
order. The court shall schedule a hearing and provide at least 10 days' no�ce to the respondent of the 
hearing and of the respondent's right to appear and be heard, either in person or through an 
atorney. If the court finds that an extension of the provisions of the order is necessary to protect the 
pe��oner from domes�c violence, regardless of whether the respondent appears at the hearing, the 
court may extend the provisions of the order. An extension granted under this subsec�on is effec�ve 
for one year unless earlier dissolved by court order. If the court grants an extension before the 
protec�ve order expires, the extension takes effect on the day the protec�ve order would have 
expired. 

 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 18.66.990. Defini�ons.  
 
In this chapter, 

(1) “council” means the Council on Domes�c Violence and Sexual Assault; 
(2) “crisis interven�on and preven�on program” means a community program that provides 

informa�on, educa�on, counseling, and referral services to individuals experiencing personal crisis 
related to domes�c violence or sexual assault and to individuals in personal or professional 
transi�on, excluding correc�onal half-way houses, outpa�ent mental health programs, and drug or 
alcohol rehabilita�on programs; 

(3) “domestic violence” and “crime involving domestic violence” mean one or more of the following 
offenses or an offense under a law or ordinance of another jurisdiction having elements similar to 
these offenses, or an attempt to commit the offense, by a household member against another 
household member: 

(A) a crime against the person under AS 11.41; 
(B) burglary under AS 11.46.300--11.46.310; 
(C) criminal trespass under AS 11.46.320--11.46.330; 
(D) arson or criminally negligent burning under AS 11.46.400--11.46.430; 
(E) criminal mischief under AS 11.46.475--11.46.486; 
(F) terrorist threatening under AS 11.56.807 or 11.56.810; 
(G) viola�ng a protec�ve order under AS 11.56.740(a)(1); 
(H) harassment under AS 11.61.120(a)(2)--(4); or 
(I) cruelty to animals under AS 11.61.140(a)(5) if the animal is a pet; 
(J) interfering with a report of a crime involving domes�c violence under AS 11.56.745 if the 

person interfering with the report is the person who commited the underlying crime 
involving domes�c violence; or 

(K) unlawful contact under AS 11.56.750 or 11.56.755; 
(4) “domes�c violence program” means a program that provides services to the vic�ms of domes�c 

violence, their families, or perpetrators of domes�c violence; 
(5) “household member” includes 

(A) adults or minors who are current or former spouses; 
(B) adults or minors who live together or who have lived together; 



P a g e  | 24 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF ALASKA 
 

 
ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (20TH EDITION) 

© 2025 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

(C) adults or minors who are da�ng or who have dated; 
(D) adults or minors who are engaged in or who have engaged in a sexual rela�onship; 
(E) adults or minors who are related to each other up to the fourth degree of consanguinity, 

whether of the whole or half blood or by adop�on, computed under the rules of civil law; 
(F) adults or minors who are related or formerly related by marriage; 
(G) persons who have a child of the rela�onship; and 
(H) minor children of a person in a rela�onship that is described in (A)-(G) of this paragraph; 

(6) “judicial day” means any Monday through Friday that is not a state holiday and on which the court 
clerk's offices are officially opened to receive legal documents for filing; 

(7) “local community en�ty” means a city or borough or other poli�cal subdivision of the state, a 
nonprofit organiza�on, or a combina�on of these; 

(8) “pet” means a vertebrate living creature maintained for companionship or pleasure, but does not 
include dogs primarily owned for participation in a generally accepted mushing or pulling contest 
or practice or animals primarily owned for participation in rodeos or stock contests. 

(9) “pe��oner” includes a person on whose behalf an emergency protec�ve order has been 
requested under AS 18.66.110(b); 

(10) “sexual assault” means a crime specified in AS 11.41.410-11.41.450; 
(11) “sexual assault program” means a program that provides services to the vic�ms of sexual assault, 

their families, or perpetrators of sexual assault. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 25.24.160. Judgment 

(a) In a judgment in an action for divorce or action declaring a marriage void or at any time after 
judgment, the court may provide 

(1) for the payment by either or both par�es of an amount of money or goods, in gross or 
installments that may include cost-of-living adjustments, as may be just and proper for the 
par�es to contribute toward the nurture and educa�on of their children, and the court may 
order the par�es to arrange with their employers for an automa�c payroll deduc�on each 
month or each pay period, if the period is other than monthly, of the amount of the installment; 
if the employer agrees, the installment shall be forwarded by the employer to the clerk of the 
superior court that entered the judgment or to the court trustee, and the amount of the 
installment is exempt from execu�on; 

(2) for the recovery by one party from the other of an amount of money for maintenance, for a 
limited or indefinite period of �me, in gross or in installments, as may be just and necessary 
without regard to which of the par�es is in fault; an award of maintenance must fairly allocate 
the economic effect of divorce by being based on a considera�on of the following factors: 

(A) the length of the marriage and sta�on in life of the par�es during the marriage; 
(B) the age and health of the par�es; 
(C) the earning capacity of the par�es, including their educa�onal backgrounds, training,  

 employment skills, work experiences, length of absence from the job market, and  
 custodial responsibili�es for children during the marriage; 
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(D) the financial condi�on of the par�es, including the availability and cost of health   
 insurance; 

(E) the conduct of the par�es, including whether there has been unreasonable deple�on of  
 marital assets; 

(F) the division of property under (4) of this subsec�on; and 
(G) other factors the court determines to be relevant in each individual case; 

(3) for the delivery to either party of that party's personal property in the possession or control of 
the other party at the �me of giving the judgment; 

(4) for the division between the par�es of their property, including re�rement benefits, whether 
joint or separate, acquired only during marriage, in a just manner and without regard to which 
of the par�es is in fault; however, the court, in making the division, may invade the property, 
including re�rement benefits, of either spouse acquired before marriage when the balancing of 
the equi�es between the par�es requires it; and to accomplish this end the judgment may 
require that one or both of the par�es assign, deliver, or convey any of their real or personal 
property, including re�rement benefits, to the other party; the division of property must fairly 
allocate the economic effect of divorce by being based on considera�on of the following factors: 

(A) the length of the marriage and sta�on in life of the par�es during the marriage; 
(B) the age and health of the par�es; 
(C) the earning capacity of the par�es, including their educa�onal backgrounds, training, 

employment skills, work experiences, length of absence from the job market, and 
custodial responsibili�es for children during the marriage; 

(D) the financial condi�on of the par�es, including the availability and cost of health 
insurance; 

(E) the conduct of the par�es, including whether there has been unreasonable deple�on of 
marital assets; 

(F) the desirability of awarding the family home, or the right to live in it for a reasonable 
period  of �me, to the party who has primary physical custody of children; 

(G) the circumstances and necessi�es of each party; 
(H) the �me and manner of acquisi�on of the property in ques�on; and 
(I) the income-producing capacity of the property and the value of the property at the �me 

of division; 
(5) if an animal is owned, for the ownership or joint ownership of the animal, taking into 

consideration the well-being of the animal. 
(b) If a judgment under this sec�on distributes benefits to an alternate payee under AS 14.25, AS     

21.51.120(a), AS 21.54.020(c), 21.54.050(c), AS 22.25, AS 26.05.222--26.05.226, or AS 39.35, the 
judgment must meet the requirements of a qualified domes�c rela�ons order under the defini�on of 
that phrase that is applicable to those provisions. 

(c) Notwithstanding (a) of this sec�on, if one of the par�es to an ac�on for divorce or ac�on declaring a 
marriage void expressly submits to the court the issue of property division and has not withdrawn that 
issue from the court before judgment, the court shall provide in the judgment for the division of 
property and may not reserve the issue of property division for a later �me unless the condi�ons of AS 
25.24.155 have been met. 

(d) For each judgment issued under this sec�on, the court shall include in the records rela�ng to the 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000003&cite=AKSTS25.24.155&originatingDoc=N989541405FE911DD9796E26F278DD372&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=040ad566eacf4f0eb687df3778a8f4dd&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000003&cite=AKSTS25.24.155&originatingDoc=N989541405FE911DD9796E26F278DD372&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=040ad566eacf4f0eb687df3778a8f4dd&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
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mater the social security numbers, if ascertainable, of the following persons: 
(1) each party to the ac�on; 
(2) each child whose rights are addressed in the judgment. 

(e) When distribu�ng property iden�fied as community property under a community property agreement 
 or trust under AS 34.77, unless the par�es have provided in the agreement or trust for another  
 disposi�on of the community property, the court shall make such disposi�on of the community  
 property as shall appear just and equitable a�er considering all relevant factors, including 

(1) the nature and extent of the community property; 
(2) the nature and extent of the separate property; 
(3) the dura�on of the marriage; and 
(4) the economic circumstances of each spouse at the �me the division of property is 

to become effec�ve, including the desirability of awarding the family home or right 
to live in the family home for reasonable periods to a spouse with whom the 
children reside the majority of the �me. 
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14.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES AND STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 12.10.010. Statute of Limita�ons. 
 

(a) Prosecu�on for the following offenses may be commenced at any �me: 
(1) murder; 
(2) atempt, solicita�on, or conspiracy to commit murder or hindering the prosecu�on of 

murder; 
(3) felony sexual abuse of a minor; 
(4) sexual assault that is an unclassified, class A, or class B felony or a viola�on of AS 

11.41.425(a)(2)--(4); 
(5) a viola�on of AS 11.41.425, 11.41.427, 11.41.450--11.41.458, AS 11.66.110--11.66.130, or 

former AS 11.41.430, when commited against a person who, at the �me of the offense, was 
under 18 years of age; 

(6) kidnapping; 
(7) distribu�on of child pornography in viola�on of AS 11.61.125; 
(8) sex trafficking in viola�on of AS 11.66.110--11.66.130 that is an unclassified, class A, or class 

B felony or that is commited against a person who, at the �me of the offense, was under 20 
years of age; 

(9) human trafficking in viola�on of AS 11.41.360 or 11.41.365. 
(b) Except as otherwise provided by law or in (a) of this section, a person may not be prosecuted, tried, or 

punished for an offense unless the indictment is found or the information or complaint is instituted not 
later than 

(1) 10 years a�er the commission of a felony offense in viola�on of AS 11.41.120--
11.41.330, 11.41.425(a)(1), 11.41.425(a)(5), 11.41.425(a)(6), or 11.41.450--11.41.458; or 

(2) five years after the commission of any other offense. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.035. Fines.  
 

(a) Upon convic�on of an offense, a defendant may be sentenced to pay a fine as authorized in this sec�on 
or as otherwise authorized by law. 

(b) Upon convic�on of an offense, a defendant who is not an organiza�on may be sentenced to pay, unless 
otherwise specified in the provision of law defining the offense, a fine of not more than 

(1) $500,000 for murder in the first or second degree, atempted murder in the first degree, murder 
of an unborn child, sexual assault in the first degree under AS 11.41.410(a)(1)(A), (2), (3), or (4), 
sexual abuse of a minor in the first degree, kidnapping, sex trafficking in the first degree 
under AS 11.66.110(a)(2), or misconduct involving a controlled substance in the first degree; 

(2) $250,000 for a class A felony; 
(3) $100,000 for a class B felony; 
(4) $50,000 for a class C felony; 
(5) $25,000 for a class A misdemeanor; 
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(6) $2,000 for a class B misdemeanor; 
(7) $500 for a viola�on. 

(c) Upon convic�on of an offense, a defendant that is an organiza�on may be sentenced to pay a fine not 
exceeding the greatest of 

(1) an amount that is 
(A) $2,500,000 for a felony offense or for a misdemeanor offense that results in death; 
(B) $500,000 for a class A misdemeanor offense that does not result in death; 
(C) $75,000 for a class B misdemeanor offense that does not result in death; 
(D) $25,000 for a viola�on; 

(2) three �mes the pecuniary gain 
(A) realized by the defendant as a result of the offense; or 
(B) sought by the defendant for the defendant or for others by the commission of the 

offense; or 
(3) three �mes the pecuniary damage or loss 

(A) caused by the defendant to another, or to the property of another, as a result of the 
offense; or 

(B) to another or the property of another sought by the defendant by the commission of the 
offense. 

(d) If a defendant is sentenced to pay a fine, the court may grant permission for the payment to be made 
within a specified period of �me or in specified installments. 

(e) In imposing a fine under (c) of this sec�on, in addi�on to any other relevant factors, the court shall 
consider 

(1) measures taken by the organiza�on to discipline an officer, director, employee, or agent of the 
organiza�on; 

(2) measures taken by the organiza�on to prevent a recurrence of the offense; 
(3) the organiza�on's obliga�on to make res�tu�on to a vic�m of the offense, and the extent to 

which imposi�on of a fine will impair the ability of the organiza�on to make res�tu�on; and 
(4) the extent to which the organiza�on will pass on to consumers the expense of the fine. 

(f) In imposing a fine, the court may not reduce the fine by the amount of a surcharge or otherwise 
consider the applicability of a surcharge to the offense. 

(g) Fines imposed and collected under this sec�on shall be separately accounted for under AS 37.05.142. 
(h) Repealed by SLA 2010, ch. 110, § 5. 

 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.125. Sentences of imprisonment for felonies.  
 
NOTE: Unrelated statutory text has been omited.  

 
*  *  * 

(e) Except as provided in (i) of this sec�on, a defendant convicted of a class C felony may be sentenced to a 
definite term of imprisonment of not more than five years, and shall be sentenced to a definite term 
within the following presump�ve ranges, subject to adjustment as provided in AS 12.55.155--
12.55.175: 
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(1) if the offense is a first felony convic�on and does not involve circumstances described in (4) of 
this subsec�on, zero to two years; a defendant sentenced under this paragraph may, if the court 
finds it appropriate, be granted a suspended imposi�on of sentence under AS 12.55.085, and 
the court may, as a condi�on of proba�on under AS 12.55.086, require the defendant to serve 
an ac�ve term of imprisonment within the range specified in this paragraph; 

(2) if the offense is a second felony convic�on, two to four years; 
(3) if the offense is a third felony convic�on, three to five years; 
(4) if the offense is a first felony convic�on, and the defendant violated AS 08.54.720(a)(15), one to 

two years. 
 

*  *  * 
(g) If a defendant is sentenced under (c), (d), (e), or (i) of this sec�on, except to the extent permited 

under AS 12.55.155--12.55.175, 
(1) imprisonment may not be suspended under AS 12.55.080 below the low end of the 

presump�ve range; 
(2) and except as provided in (d)(1) or (e)(1) of this sec�on, imposi�on of sentence may not be 

suspended under AS 12.55.085; 
(3) terms of imprisonment may not be otherwise reduced. 

(h) Nothing in this sec�on or AS 12.55.135 limits the discre�on of the sentencing judge except as 
specifically provided. Nothing in (a) of this sec�on limits the court's discre�on to impose a sentence of 
99 years imprisonment, or to limit parole eligibility, for a person convicted of murder in the first or 
second degree in circumstances other than those enumerated in (a). 
 

*  *  * 
(n) In imposing a sentence within a presump�ve range under (c), (d), (e), or (i) of this sec�on, the total 

term, made up of the ac�ve term of imprisonment plus any suspended term of imprisonment, must fall 
within the presump�ve range, and the ac�ve term of imprisonment may not fall below the lower end 
of the presump�ve range. 
 

*  *  * 
(q) Other than for convic�ons subject to a mandatory 99-year sentence, the court shall impose, in addi�on 
to an ac�ve term of imprisonment imposed under (i) of this sec�on, a minimum period of (1) suspended 
imprisonment of five years and a minimum period of proba�on supervision of 15 years for convic�on of an 
unclassified felony, (2) suspended imprisonment of three years and a minimum period of proba�on 
supervision of 10 years for convic�on of a class A or class B felony, or (3) suspended imprisonment of two 
years and a minimum period of proba�on supervision of five years for convic�on of a class C felony. The 
period of proba�on is in addi�on to any sentence received under (i) of this sec�on and may not be 
suspended or reduced. Upon a defendant’s release from confinement in a correc�onal facility, the 
defendant is subject to the proba�on requirement under this subsec�on and shall submit and comply with 
terms and requirements of the proba�on. 
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ALASKA STAT. § 12.55.135. Sentences of Imprisonment for misdemeanors.  
 

(a) A defendant convicted of a class A misdemeanor may be sentenced to a definite term of imprisonment 
of not more than one year. 

(b) A defendant convicted of a class B misdemeanor may be sentenced to a definite term of imprisonment 
of not more than 90 days unless otherwise specified in the provision of law defining the offense. 

(c) A defendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree that is a crime involving domestic violence 
committed in violation of the provisions of an order issued or filed under AS 12.30.027 or AS 18.66.100--
18.66.180 and not subject to sentencing under (g) of this section shall be sentenced to a minimum term 
of imprisonment of 20 days. 

(d) A defendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree or harassment in the first degree who knowingly 
directed the conduct cons�tu�ng the offense at 

(1) a uniformed or otherwise clearly iden�fied peace officer, firefighter, correc�onal employee, 
emergency medical technician, paramedic, ambulance atendant, or other emergency 
responder or medical professional who was engaged in the performance of official du�es at the 
�me of the assault or harassment shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of 

(A) 60 days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230(a)(1) or (2) or AS 11.61.118; 
(B) 30 days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230(a)(3); 

(2) a person who was on school grounds during school hours or during a school func�on or a 
school-sponsored event, on a school bus, at a school-sponsored event, or in the administra�ve 
offices of a school district, if students are educated at that office, shall be sentenced to a 
minimum term of imprisonment of 60 days if the defendant violated AS 11.41.230(a)(1) or (2); 
in this paragraph, 

(A) “school bus” has the meaning given in AS 11.71.900; 
(B) “school district” has the meaning given in AS 47.07.063; 
(C) “school grounds” has the meaning given in AS 11.71.900. 

(e) If a defendant is sentenced under (c), (d), or (h) of this sec�on, 
(1) execu�on of sentence may not be suspended and proba�on or parole may not be granted un�l 

the minimum term of imprisonment has been served; 
(2) imposi�on of a sentence may not be suspended except upon condi�on that the defendant be 

imprisoned for no less than the minimum term of imprisonment provided in the sec�on; and 
(3) the minimum term of imprisonment may not otherwise be reduced. 

(f) A defendant convicted of vehicle the� in the second degree in viola�on of AS 11.46.365(a)(1) shall be 
sentenced to a definite term of imprisonment of at least 72 hours but not more than one year. 

(g) A defendant convicted of assault in the fourth degree that is a crime involving domestic violence shall be 
sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of 

(1) 30 days if the defendant has been previously convicted of a crime against a person or a crime 
involving domestic violence; 

(2) 60 days if the defendant has been previously convicted two or more times of a crime against a 
person or a crime involving domestic violence, or a combination of those crimes. 

(h) A defendant convicted of failure to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper in the second degree 
under AS 11.56.840 shall be sentenced to a minimum term of imprisonment of 35 days. 

(i) If a defendant is sentenced under (g) of this section, 
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(1) execution of sentence may not be suspended and probation or parole may not be granted until 
the minimum term of imprisonment has been served; 

(2) imposition of sentence may not be suspended; 
(3) the minimum term of imprisonment may not otherwise be reduced. 

(j) Repealed by SLA 2016, ch. 36, § 179, eff. July 12, 2016. 
(k) In this sec�on, 

(1) “crime against a person” means a crime under AS 11.41, or a crime in this or another 
jurisdic�on having elements similar to those of a crime under AS 11.41; 

(2) “crime involving domestic violence” has the meaning given in AS 18.66.990; 
[Editor’s note: “domestic violence” includes cruelty to animals under AS 11.61.140(a)(5) if the animal is a pet.] 

(3) “medical professional” means a person who is an anesthesiologist, den�st, dental hygienist, 
health aide, nurse, nurse aide, advanced prac�ce registered nurse, mental health counselor, 
physician, physician assistant, chiropractor, psychiatrist, osteopath, psychologist, psychological 
associate, radiologist, surgeon, or x-ray technician, or who holds a substan�ally similar posi�on. 

(l) to (p) Repealed by 1st Sp. Sess. 2019, ch. 4, § 138. 
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15.   LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.110. Inves�ga�on of cruelty to animals complaints.  
 

(a) A person who believes that cruelty to animals has taken place or is taking place may file a complaint 
with a public or private animal control agency or organiza�on, the department, or a peace officer. An 
agency or organiza�on or the department may refer the complaint to a peace officer. 

(b) A peace officer who receives a complaint of animal cruelty may apply for a search warrant under AS 
12.35 to the judicial officer in the judicial district in which the alleged violation has taken place or is 
taking place. If the court finds that probable cause exists, the court shall issue a search warrant 
directing a peace officer to proceed immediately to the location of the alleged violation, search the 
place designated in the warrant, and, if warranted, seize property, including animals, specified in the 
warrant. The warrant shall be executed by the peace officer and returned to the court. 

(c) Before a peace officer may seize an animal and place it into protective custody, the peace officer shall 
request an immediate inspection and decision by a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98 that 
placement into protective custody is in the immediate best interest of the animal. If a veterinarian is 
not available and willing to perform an inspection, before a peace officer may seize an animal, the 
peace officer shall communicate with a veterinarian who has, after hearing a description of the 
condition of the animal and its environment, decided it is in the immediate best interest of the animal 
that it be placed into protective custody. If the peace officer is not able to communicate with a 
veterinarian, before the officer may seize an animal, the officer shall decide it is in the immediate best 
interest of the animal that it be placed into protective custody.  
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16.   SEIZURE 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.110. Inves�ga�on of cruelty to animals complaints.  
 

(a) A person who believes that cruelty to animals has taken place or is taking place may file a complaint 
with a public or private animal control agency or organiza�on, the department, or a peace officer. An 
agency or organiza�on or the department may refer the complaint to a peace officer. 

(b) A peace officer who receives a complaint of animal cruelty may apply for a search warrant under AS 
12.35 to the judicial officer in the judicial district in which the alleged violation has taken place or is 
taking place. If the court finds that probable cause exists, the court shall issue a search warrant 
directing a peace officer to proceed immediately to the location of the alleged violation, search the 
place designated in the warrant, and, if warranted, seize property, including animals, specified in the 
warrant. The warrant shall be executed by the peace officer and returned to the court. 

(c) Before a peace officer may seize an animal and place it into protective custody, the peace officer shall 
request an immediate inspection and decision by a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98 that placement 
into protective custody is in the immediate best interest of the animal. If a veterinarian is not available 
and willing to perform an inspection, before a peace officer may seize an animal, the peace officer shall 
communicate with a veterinarian who has, after hearing a description of the condition of the animal 
and its environment, decided it is in the immediate best interest of the animal that it be placed into 
protective custody. If the peace officer is not able to communicate with a veterinarian, before the officer 
may seize an animal, the officer shall decide it is in the immediate best interest of the animal that it be 
placed into protective custody.  

 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.120. Seizure of animals.  
 

(a) A peace officer shall place an animal in protective custody before seizing the animal from the location 
where it was found. If the animal is seized, the peace officer shall place the animal with a veterinarian 
licensed under AS 08.98 or, if a veterinarian is not readily available, and willing to accept the animal, 
then with a responsible public or private custodian to be sheltered, cared for, and provided necessary 
medical attention. 

(b) A peace officer who has seized an animal shall immediately notify the animal's owner in writing of the 
seizure and of the owner's right to petition the court under AS 03.55.130 for return of the animal. 
Notification may be delivered in person, posted at the owner's residence, or mailed to the owner. 

(c) If a seized animal's owner is unknown and cannot be ascertained with reasonable effort,  
(1) the animal shall be considered a stray or abandoned; and                                    
(2) the no�ce required in (b) of this sec�on shall be conspicuously posted at the premises from 

which the animal was seized.   
(d) The state, a municipality, or a person, that supplies shelter, care, veterinary aten�on or medical 

treatment for an animal seized under this sec�on shall make a reasonable effort to locate the owner. 
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(e) The owner of an animal seized under (a) of this sec�on may not recover damages for injury to or death 
of the animal occurring while the animal is in the custody of the state, a municipality, or a person under 
this sec�on, unless the owner shows that the injury or death was caused by gross negligence or 
reckless or inten�onal misconduct. 
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17.   COURTROOM ANIMAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM 
 

[None]  
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18.   RESTITUTION AND REIMBURSEMENT 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130. Destruc�on and adop�on of animals.  
 

(a) If a determina�on is made by a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, by a peace officer in 
consulta�on with a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, or by a peace officer who is unable to 
locate or communicate with a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98 that an animal seized under AS 
03.55.100 - 03.55.190 is injured or diseased to such an extent that, in the opinion of the 
veterinarian, it is probable the animal cannot recover, the veterinarian or the peace officer may 
humanely destroy the animal or arrange for the animal's humane destruc�on. 

(b) Upon diagnosis and recommenda�on of a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, a public or private 
custodian may humanely destroy or arrange for the humane destruc�on of a severely injured, 
diseased, or suffering animal that has been seized under AS 03.55.100 - 03.55.190. 

(c) An owner of an animal destroyed under this sec�on may not recover damages for the destruc�on 
of the animal unless the owner shows that the destruc�on was not reasonable under the facts as 
known to the veterinarian or the peace officer authorizing the destruc�on. 

(d) Except as provided in (a) or (b) of this sec�on, the custodian of an animal may not adopt, provide 
for the adop�on of, or euthanize the animal within 10 business days a�er the animal is taken into 
custody. An owner or custodian may prevent the animal's adoption or destruction by pe��oning the 
court of the judicial district in which the animal was seized for the animal's return, subject to court-
imposed condi�ons. 

(e) The court may, on its own accord or upon a filing by the custodian, the owner of the animal, or the 
entity that seized the animal, enter an order for the cost of care of the animal pending final 
disposition of the custody of the animal. An order under this section may include a requirement that 
the owner of the animal post a bond or other security to guarantee that the cost of care of the 
animal is received and maintained. If, without justifiable cause, the owner of the animal fails to 
comply with an order under this section, the court may order that the animal be forfeited. 

(f) The state may not be required to reimburse a public or private agency, organization, or person that 
voluntarily assists with the seizure of an animal or receives custody of an animal seized under this 
section for the cost of care of the animal. 

(g) Nothing in (d) or (e) of this sec�on shall shi� the burden of proof from the party who would 
otherwise have that burden. 
 

 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140. Cruelty to animals. 

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if the person 
(1) knowingly inflicts severe or prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal; 
(2) has a legal duty to care for the animal and, with criminal negligence, fails to care for an animal 

and, as a result, causes the death of the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged 
suffering to the animal; 

(3) kills or injures an animal by the use of a decompression chamber; 
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(4) inten�onally kills or injures a pet or livestock by the use of poison; 
(5) knowingly kills or injures an animal, other than as provided in (1) or (3) of this subsec�on, 

with the intent to in�midate, threaten, or terrorize another person; 
(6) knowingly 

(A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal; or 
(B) under circumstances not proscribed under AS 11.41.455, 

(i) photographs or films, for purposes of sexual gra�fica�on, a person engaged in 
sexual conduct with an animal; or 

(ii) causes, induces, aids, or encourages another person to engage in sexual 
conduct with an animal; or 

(7) inten�onally permits sexual conduct with an animal to be conducted on any premises under 
the person’s control. 

(b) Each animal that is subject to cruelty to animals under (a) of this sec�on shall cons�tute a separate 
offense. 

(c) It is a defense to a prosecu�on under this sec�on that the conduct of the defendant 
(1) was part of scien�fic research governed by accepted standards; 
(2) cons�tuted the humane destruc�on of an animal; 
(3) conformed to accepted veterinary or animal husbandry prac�ces; 
(4) was necessarily incidental to lawful fishing, hun�ng or trapping ac�vi�es; 
(5) conformed to professionally accepted training and discipline standards. 

(d) In (a)(2) of this sec�on, failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal under AS 
03.55.100 is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal. 

(e) This sec�on does not apply to generally accepted dog mushing or pulling contests or prac�ces or 
rodeos or stock contests. 

(f) In this sec�on, “sexual conduct” means any 
(1) touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through clothing, of the genitals or anus 

of an animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person on any part of the animal 
for the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on or arousal of the person; 

(2) contact, however slight, between the mouth, genitals, or anus of a person and the sex organ 
or anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body of the person 
into the sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion of the genitals or anus of the person 
into the mouth of the animal for the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on of the person. 

(g) Except as provided in (h) of this sec�on, cruelty to animals under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on 
is a class A misdemeanor. The court may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, 
care, or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred 
in providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary attention, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 
years. 

(h) Cruelty to animals under (a)(1), (3), or (4) of this sec�on is a class C felony. Cruelty to animals is also 
a class C felony if the person is convicted under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on and the person 
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has been previously convicted on one or more separate occasions within 10 years of the date of the 
present offense of a crime under this sec�on, AS 11.61.145(a)(1) or (2), or a law or ordinance of 
another jurisdic�on having elements similar to those offenses. For a conviction under this subsection, 
the court may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, 
care, or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred 
in providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary attention, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 
years. 
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19.   FORFEITURE AND POSSESSION BANS 
 

ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.120. Seizure of animals.  
 
(a) A peace officer shall place an animal in protec�ve custody before seizing the animal from the 

loca�on where it was found. If the animal is seized, the peace officer shall place the animal with a 
veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98 or, if a veterinarian is not readily available, and willing to 
accept the animal, then with a responsible public or private custodian to be sheltered, cared for, 
and provided necessary medical aten�on. 

(b) A peace officer who has seized an animal shall immediately no�fy the animal's owner in wri�ng of 
the seizure and of the owner's right to pe��on the court under AS 03.55.130 for return of the 
animal. No�fica�on may be delivered in person, posted at the owner's residence, or mailed to the 
owner. 

(c) If a seized animal's owner is unknown and cannot be ascertained with reasonable effort,  
(1) the animal shall be considered a stray or abandoned; and                                    
(2) the notice required in (b) of this section shall be conspicuously posted at the premises from 

which the animal was seized.         
(d) The state, a municipality, or a person, that supplies shelter, care, veterinary aten�on or medical 

treatment for an animal seized under this sec�on shall make a reasonable effort to locate the 
owner. 

(e) The owner of an animal seized under (a) of this sec�on may not recover damages for injury to or 
death of the animal occurring while the animal is in the custody of the state, a municipality, or a 
person under this sec�on, unless the owner shows that the injury or death was caused by gross 
negligence or reckless or inten�onal misconduct. 

 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 03.55.130. Destruc�on and adop�on of animals.  
 

(a) If a determination is made by a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, by a peace officer in consultation 
with a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, or by a peace officer who is unable to locate or 
communicate with a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98 that an animal seized under AS 03.55.100 - 
03.55.190 is injured or diseased to such an extent that, in the opinion of the veterinarian, it is probable 
the animal cannot recover, the veterinarian or the peace officer may humanely destroy the animal or 
arrange for the animal's humane destruction. 

(b) Upon diagnosis and recommendation of a veterinarian licensed under AS 08.98, a public or private 
custodian may humanely destroy or arrange for the humane destruction of a severely injured, diseased, 
or suffering animal that has been seized under AS 03.55.100 - 03.55.190. 

(c)  An owner of an animal destroyed under this sec�on may not recover damages for the destruc�on of 
the animal unless the owner shows that the destruc�on was not reasonable under the facts as known 
to the veterinarian or the peace officer authorizing the destruc�on. 
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(d)  Except as provided in (a) or (b) of this section, the custodian of an animal may not adopt, provide for 
the adoption of, or euthanize the animal within 10 business days after the animal is taken into custody. 
An owner or custodian may prevent the animal's adoption or destruction by petitioning the court of the 
judicial district in which the animal was seized for the animal's return, subject to court-imposed 
conditions. 

(e) The court may, on its own accord or upon a filing by the custodian, the owner of the animal, or the 
entity that seized the animal, enter an order for the cost of care of the animal pending final disposition 
of the custody of the animal. An order under this section may include a requirement that the owner of 
the animal post a bond or other security to guarantee that the cost of care of the animal is received and 
maintained. If, without justifiable cause, the owner of the animal fails to comply with an order under 
this section, the court may order that the animal be forfeited. 

(f) The state may not be required to reimburse a public or private agency, organiza�on, or person that 
voluntarily assists with the seizure of an animal or receives custody of an animal seized under this 
sec�on for the cost of care of the animal. 

(g) Nothing in (d) or (e) of this sec�on shall shi� the burden of proof from the party who would otherwise 
have that burden. 
 

 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.140. Cruelty to animals. 

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if the person 
(1) knowingly inflicts severe or prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal; 
(2) has a legal duty to care for the animal and, with criminal negligence, fails to care for an animal 

and, as a result, causes the death of the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged 
suffering to the animal; 

(3) kills or injures an animal by the use of a decompression chamber; 
(4) inten�onally kills or injures a pet or livestock by the use of poison; 
(5) knowingly kills or injures an animal, other than as provided in (1) or (3) of this subsec�on, with 

the intent to in�midate, threaten, or terrorize another person; 
(6) knowingly 

(A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal; or 
(B) under circumstances not proscribed under AS 11.41.455,  

(i) photographs or films, for purposes of sexual gra�fica�on, a person engaged in 
sexual conduct with an animal; or 

(ii) causes, induces, aids, or encourages another person to engage in sexual conduct 
with an animal; or 

(7) inten�onally permits sexual conduct with an animal to be conducted on any premises under the 
person’s control. 

(b) Each animal that is subject to cruelty to animals under (a) of this sec�on shall cons�tute a separate 
offense. 

(c) It is a defense to a prosecu�on under this sec�on that the conduct of the defendant 
(1) was part of scien�fic research governed by accepted standards; 
(2) cons�tuted the humane destruc�on of an animal; 
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(3) conformed to accepted veterinary or animal husbandry prac�ces; 
(4) was necessarily incidental to lawful fishing, hun�ng or trapping ac�vi�es; 
(5) conformed to professionally accepted training and discipline standards. 

(d) In (a)(2) of this sec�on, failure to provide the minimum standards of care for an animal under AS 
03.55.100 is prima facie evidence of failure to care for an animal. 

(e) This sec�on does not apply to generally accepted dog mushing or pulling contests or prac�ces or rodeos 
or stock contests. 

(f) In this sec�on, “sexual conduct” means any 
(1) touching or fondling by a person, either directly or through clothing, of the genitals or anus of an 

animal or any transfer or transmission of semen by the person on any part of the animal for the 
purpose of sexual gra�fica�on or arousal of the person; 

(2) contact, however slight, between the mouth, genitals, or anus of a person and the sex organ or 
anus of an animal, or any intrusion, however slight, of any part of the body of the person into the 
sex organ or anus of an animal, or any intrusion of the genitals or anus of the person into the 
mouth of the animal for the purpose of sexual gra�fica�on of the person. 

(g) Except as provided in (h) of this sec�on, cruelty to animals under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on is a 
class A misdemeanor. The court may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 
or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 
providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 years. 
(h) Cruelty to animals under (a)(1), (3), or (4) of this sec�on is a class C felony. Cruelty to animals is also a 

class C felony if the person is convicted under (a)(2), (5), (6), or (7) of this sec�on and the person has 
been previously convicted on one or more separate occasions within 10 years of the date of the present 
offense of a crime under this sec�on, AS 11.61.145(a)(1) or (2), or a law or ordinance of another 
jurisdic�on having elements similar to those offenses. For a conviction under this subsection, the court 
may also 

(1) require forfeiture of any animal affected to the state or to a custodian that supplies shelter, care, 
or medical treatment for the animal; 

(2) require the defendant to reimburse the state or a custodian for all reasonable costs incurred in 
providing necessary shelter, care, veterinary aten�on, or medical treatment for any animal 
affected; 

(3) prohibit or limit the defendant’s ownership, possession, or custody of animals for up to 10 years. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.61.145. Promo�ng an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals. 
 

(a) A person commits the crime or offense, as applicable, of promo�ng an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals if 
the person 

(1) owns, possesses, keeps, or trains an animal with intent that it be engaged in an exhibi�on of 
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figh�ng animals; 
(2) ins�gates, promotes, or has a pecuniary interest in an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals; or 
(3) atends an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals. 

(b) The animals, equipment, vehicles, money, and other personal property used by a person in a violation 
of (a)(1) or (2) of this section shall be forfeited to the state if the person is convicted of an offense 
under this section. 

(c) Repealed by SLA 2019, ch. 13, § 103, eff. Oct. 17, 2019. 
(d) Promo�ng an exhibi�on of figh�ng animals 

(1) under (a)(1) or (2) of this sec�on is a class C felony; 
(2) under (a)(3) of this sec�on is 

(A) a viola�on 
(i) for the first offense; 

(ii) punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000 for the second offense; and 
(B) a class A misdemeanor for the third and each subsequent offense. 
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20.   REHABILITATIVE SENTENCING  
 

[None] 
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