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This chapter contains Connecticut’s general animal protection and related statutes with an effective date on or before 
September 1, 2020. It begins with a detailed overview of the provisions contained in these laws, followed by the full 
text of the statutes themselves. The various provisions are organized into categories with the relevant part of each 
statute italicized.  
 
Connecticut may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil statutes; may have 
other more specific statutes in addition to those included; and may have a variety of animal-related regulations in 
effect. Because the law is continually evolving, always review an official source for the most current language of any 
statute. 
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  CONNECTICUT 

 1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” “[A]ll brute creatures and birds” 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108a 

2.  GENERAL CRUELTY * Liability for intentionally killing or injuring companion animal 
CONN. GEN. STAT, § 22-351  
First offense: misdemeanor, 6 months imprisonment and/or $1,000 fine  
Second offense: Class E felony 
 
General cruelty to animals 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(a) 
First offense: misdemeanor, 1 year imprisonment and/or $1,000 fine 
Second offense: Class D felony 
 
Malicious and intentional injury or killing 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(b) 
First offense: Class D felony 
Second offense: Class C felony 

3.  EXEMPTIONS  Veterinary practice, research animals, wildlife, accepted farm animal 
husbandry practices 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(b) 

4. FIGHTING & RACKETEERING Various animal fighting activities  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(c) 
Class D felony 
 

5. SEXUAL ASSAULT Sexual assault of an animal 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-73a 
Class A misdemeanor 

6. CRUELTY TO WORKING ANIMALS Intentional injuring of a service or law enforcement animal  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(d) 
Class D felony 
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Intentional killing of a law enforcement animal  
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247(e) 
Felony: 10 years imprisonment and/or $10,000 

 7.  MAXIMUM PENALTIES & 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS** 
Class E felony 
3 years imprisonment and/or $3,500 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Class D felony  
Up to 5 years imprisonment  and/or $5,000 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Class C felony 
1 to 10 years imprisonment and/or $10,000 fine 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41 
 
Statute of Limitations 
Misdemeanor: 1 year 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-193(c) 
Felony: 5 years 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-193(b) 

8.  CROSS ENFORCEMENT & 

REPORTING 
Employees of the Dept. of Children and Families shall report all cases 
of suspected animal mistreatment; Commissioner will annually report 
number of suspected animal mistreatment cases to General Assembly; 
if Dept. receives report of suspected animal mistreatment at same 
address as open child protective case, the dept. will give report of 
animal mistreatment to social worker  
CONN. GEN. STAT, §§ 17a-100a; 100c; 106d 
 
Animal control officers shall report all cases of suspected animal 
mistreatment to the Commissioner of Agriculture. Such reports shall 
be made available to the Commissioner of Child & Families to aid in 
investigations of child abuse or neglect. 
CONN. GEN. STAT, § 22-329b 

9.  VETERINARIAN REPORTING & ----- 
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IMMUNITY 

10.  LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES The commissioner of agriculture, any animal control officer, or any law 
enforcement officer may interfere to prevent any act of cruelty upon 
any dog or other animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329 
 
The commissioner of agriculture and animal control officers may arrest 
any person and may issue a complaint and summons for violations of 
any law relating to dogs or domestic animals. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-330 
 
Accredited agents of the Connecticut Humane Society can be 
appointed special police officers. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108b  
 
Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may intervene 
to prevent cruelty. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108c 

11.  SEIZURE  Any animal control officer may lawfully take charge of any animal 
found neglected or cruelly treated. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a 
 
Any humane society agent may seize, from vehicles, any animal cruelly 
treated. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d 
 
Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may seize 
neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e 

12. COURTROOM ANIMAL 

ADVOCATE PROGRAM 
In cases concerning cruelty to dogs or cats, the court may appoint an 
advocate for the interests of justice. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-86n 

13. PROTECTION ORDERS† Protective order may include provisions necessary to protect any 
animal owned or kept by the applicant.  
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 46b-15, 46b-38c, 54-1k 
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*     States may have other more specific statutes in addition to the general animal protection statutes 

14. RESTITUTION †  Bond for costs of care authorized, limited to $500 for each animal 
placed in temporary care or custody. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a(f) 
 
A state “animal abuse cost recovery account” is established and 
funded with proceeds from sales, at public auction, of domestic 
animals to reimburse for costs of care for any seized domestic animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a(j) 
 
Costs of care to be paid by owner or person having responsibility for 
animal. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a(h), 29-108e(e) 
 
Cost of care is lien on animals seized.  
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 29-108d, 29-108e(e), 53-253 

15.  FORFEITURE & POSSESSION 

BANS † 
A court may issue an order for the temporary care and custody of 
seized animals pending a hearing on allegations of mistreatment. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a, 29-108e(d) 
 
If, following a hearing, a court finds the animal was mistreated, the 
court may order the animal forfeited. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 22-329a, 29-108e(d) 

16.  COURT-ORDERED 

TREATMENT† 
----- 

 17. HOT CARS ----- 

18. CIVIL NUISANCE ABATEMENT ----- 

19. AG-GAG LAWS ----- 

20. BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION No municipality shall adopt breed-specific ordinances. 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 7-148 
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referenced in this table. 
**   Despite statutory maximums, states often employ sentencing guidelines that may significantly alter 

the allowable sentence. 
†    This table generally references only those provisions that are within each state’s animal protection 

statutes. States may employ similar provisions within other non-animal-specific criminal and civil 
statutes, and may also have a variety of animal-related regulations in effect. 
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1. DEFINITION OF “ANIMAL” 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108a. Definitions.  
 
The terms “animals” and “animal”, as used in this chapter and in sections 53-247, 53-252 and 
53-253, shall include all brute creatures and birds. 
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2.  GENERAL CRUELTY 

 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-351. Theft, Killing, or Injuring of Companion Animal. Penalty. Liability. 
 

(a) Any person who steals, confines or conceals any companion animal, as defined in 
section 22-351a, or who, with the intention of stealing such companion animal or 
concealing its identity or the identity of its owner or with the intention of concealing the 
fact that the companion animal is licensed, removes the collar or harness or tag from 
any licensed companion animal, or who unlawfully kills or injures any companion 
animal, shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than 
six months, or both. For a second offense, or for an offense involving more than one 
companion animal, any such person shall be guilty of a class E felony. 

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall be liable to 
the owner in a civil action, except that, if such person intentionally kills or injures any 
companion animal, such person shall be liable to the owner in a civil action as provided 
in section 22-351a. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Fighting animals. Intentional killing of police 
animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of 
necessary sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any 
animal, or who, having impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal 
proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from doing injury to itself or 
to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and 
water, or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any 
domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that 
the same shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or 
custody of any animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink 
or protection from the weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a 
cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any animal for the purpose of 
making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first offense, be 
fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, 
and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or kills 
an animal shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any 
subsequent offense, be guilty of a class C felony. The provisions of this subsection shall 
not apply to any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of 
the profession or to any person while following approved methods of slaughter under 
section 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, student in or 
person associated with any hospital, educational institution or laboratory, while 
following generally accepted agricultural practices or while lawfully engaged in the 
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taking of wildlife. 
(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an 

exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal 
with the intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (3) 
permits an act described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection to take place on 
premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at an exhibition of animal 
fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an exhibition of 
animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance 
of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
intentionally injures a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue 
team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties 
under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be guilty of a 
class D felony. 

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of 
its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
intentionally kills a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, 
as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties under the 
supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be fined not more than 
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 
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3.  EXEMPTIONS 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Fighting animals. Intentional killing of police 
animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of 
necessary sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any 
animal, or who, having impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal 
proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from doing injury to itself or 
to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and 
water, or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any 
domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that 
the same shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or 
custody of any animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, 
drink or protection from the weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be 
carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any animal for the 
purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one 
year or both, and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or kills 
an animal shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any 
subsequent offense, be guilty of a class C felony. The provisions of this subsection shall 
not apply to any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of 
the profession or to any person while following approved methods of slaughter under 
section 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, student in or 
person associated with any hospital, educational institution or laboratory, while 
following generally accepted agricultural practices or while lawfully engaged in the 
taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an 
exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal 
with the intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (3) 
permits an act described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection to take place on 
premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at an exhibition of animal 
fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an exhibition of 
animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance 
of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
intentionally injures a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue 
team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties 
under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be guilty of a 
class D felony. 

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of 
its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
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intentionally kills a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, 
as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties under the 
supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be fined not more than 
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 
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4. FIGHTING AND RACKETEERING 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Fighting animals. Intentional killing of police 
animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of 
necessary sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any 
animal, or who, having impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal 
proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from doing injury to itself or 
to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and 
water, or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any 
domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that 
the same shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or 
custody of any animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, 
drink or protection from the weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be 
carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any animal for the 
purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one 
year or both, and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or kills 
an animal shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any 
subsequent offense, be guilty of a class C felony. The provisions of this subsection shall 
not apply to any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of 
the profession or to any person while following approved methods of slaughter under 
section 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, student in or 
person associated with any hospital, educational institution or laboratory, while 
following generally accepted agricultural practices or while lawfully engaged in the 
taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an 
exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal 
with the intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (3) 
permits an act described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection to take place on 
premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at an exhibition of animal 
fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an exhibition of 
animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance 
of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
intentionally injures a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue 
team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties 
under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be guilty of a 
class D felony. 

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of 
its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
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intentionally kills a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, 
as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties under the 
supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be fined not more than 
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 
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5 SEXUAL ASSAULT 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-73a. Sexual assault in the fourth degree: Class A misdemeanor or class 

D felony 

(a) A person is guilty of sexual assault in the fourth degree when: (1) Such person subjects 
another person to sexual contact who is (A) under thirteen years of age and the actor is 
more than two years older than such other person, or (B) thirteen years of age or older 
but under fifteen years of age and the actor is more than three years older than such 
other person, or (C) physically helpless, or (D) less than eighteen years old and the actor 
is such other person's guardian or otherwise responsible for the general supervision of 
such other person's welfare, or (E) in custody of law or detained in a hospital or other 
institution and the actor has supervisory or disciplinary authority over such other 
person; or (2) such person subjects another person to sexual contact without such other 
person's consent; or (3) such person engages in sexual contact with an animal or dead 
body; or (4) such person is a psychotherapist and subjects another person to sexual 
contact who is (A) a patient of the actor and the sexual contact occurs during the 
psychotherapy session, or (B) a patient or former patient of the actor and such patient 
or former patient is emotionally dependent upon the actor, or (C) a patient or former 
patient of the actor and the sexual contact occurs by means of therapeutic deception; or 
(5) such person subjects another person to sexual contact and accomplishes the sexual 
contact by means of false representation that the sexual contact is for a bona fide 
medical purpose by a health care professional; or (6) such person is a school employee 
and subjects another person to sexual contact who is a student enrolled in a school in 
which the actor works or a school under the jurisdiction of the local or regional board of 
education which employs the actor; or (7) such person is a coach in an athletic activity 
or a person who provides intensive, ongoing instruction and subjects another person to 
sexual contact who is a recipient of coaching or instruction from the actor and (A) is a 
secondary school student and receives such coaching or instruction in a secondary 
school setting, or (B) is under eighteen years of age; or (8) such person subjects another 
person to sexual contact and (A) the actor is twenty years of age or older and stands in a 
position of power, authority or supervision over such other person by virtue of the 
actor's professional, legal, occupational or volunteer status and such other person's 
participation in a program or activity, and (B) such other person is under eighteen years 
of age; or (9) such person subjects another person to sexual contact who is placed or 
receiving services under the direction of the Commissioner of Developmental Services in 
any public or private facility or program and the actor has supervisory or disciplinary 
authority over such other person. 

(b) Sexual assault in the fourth degree is a class A misdemeanor or, if the victim of the 
offense is under sixteen years of age, a class D felony. 
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6. CRUELTY TO WORKING ANIMALS 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Fighting animals. Intentional killing of police 
animal. 
 

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of 
necessary sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any 
animal, or who, having impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal 
proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from doing injury to itself or 
to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and 
water, or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any 
domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that 
the same shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or 
custody of any animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, 
drink or protection from the weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be 
carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any animal for the 
purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first 
offense, be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one 
year or both, and for each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or kills 
an animal shall, (1) for a first offense be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any 
subsequent offense, be guilty of a class C felony. The provisions of this subsection shall 
not apply to any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of 
the profession or to any person while following approved methods of slaughter under 
section 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, student in or 
person associated with any hospital, educational institution or laboratory, while 
following generally accepted agricultural practices or while lawfully engaged in the 
taking of wildlife. 

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an 
exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an animal 
with the intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (3) 
permits an act described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection to take place on 
premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at an exhibition of animal 
fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an exhibition of 
animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony. 

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the performance 
of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 
intentionally injures a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue 
team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties 
under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be guilty of a 
class D felony. 

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance of 
its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or 



P a g e | 16  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (15TH EDITION) 
© 2020 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

intentionally kills a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team, 
as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties under the 
supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be fined not more than 
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both. 
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7. MAXIMUM PENALTIES & STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS 
 
NOTE: Some penalties are specified only in the substantive statute, available in the General 
Cruelty section.  
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-35a. Imprisonment for felony. 
 
For any felony committed on or after July 1, 1981, the sentence of imprisonment shall be a 
definite sentence and, unless the section of the general statutes that defines or provides the 
penalty for the crime specifically provides otherwise, the term shall be fixed by the court as 
follows: 

(1) (A) For a capital felony committed prior to April 25, 2012, under the provisions 
of section 53a-54b in effect prior to April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without 
the possibility of release unless a sentence of death is imposed in accordance 
with section 53a-46a, or (B) for the class A felony of murder with special circumstances 
committed on or after April 25, 2012, under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect 
on or after April 25, 2012, a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of release; 

(2) For the class A felony of murder, a term not less than twenty-five years nor more than 
life; 

(3) For the class A felony of aggravated sexual assault of a minor under section 53a-70c, a 
term not less than twenty-five years or more than fifty years; 

(4) For a class A felony other than an offense specified in subdivision (2) or (3) of this 
section, a term not less than ten years nor more than twenty-five years; 

(5) For the class B felony of manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm under section 
53a-55a, a term not less than five years nor more than forty years; 

(6) For a class B felony other than manslaughter in the first degree with a firearm 
under section 53a-55a, a term not less than one year nor more than twenty years; 

(7) For a class C felony, a term not less than one year nor more than ten years; 
(8) For a class D felony, a term not more than five years; 
(9) For a class E felony, a term not more than three years; and 

(10) For an unclassified felony, a term in accordance with the sentence specified in the 
section of the general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the crime. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53a-41. Fines for felonies. 
 
A fine for the conviction of a felony shall, unless the section of the general statutes that defines 
or provides the penalty for the crime specifically provides otherwise, be fixed by the court as 
follows: (1) For a class A felony, an amount not to exceed twenty thousand dollars; (2) for a 
class B felony, an amount not to exceed fifteen thousand dollars; (3) for a class C felony, an 
amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars; (4) for a class D felony, an amount not to exceed 
five thousand dollars; (5) for a class E felony, an amount not to exceed three thousand five 
hundred dollars; and (6) for an unclassified felony, an amount in accordance with the fine 



P a g e | 18  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (15TH EDITION) 
© 2020 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

specified in the section of the general statutes that defines or provides the penalty for the 
crime. 
 
 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 54-193. Limitation of prosecution for certain violations or offenses. 
 

(a) There shall be no limitation of time within which a person may be prosecuted for (1) (A) 
a capital felony under the provisions of section 53a-54b in effect prior to April 25, 2012, 
a class A felony or a violation of section 53a-54d or 53a-169, or (B) any other offense 
involving sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or sexual assault if the victim of the offense 
was a minor at the time of the offense, including, but not limited to, a violation of 
subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 53-21, (2) a violation of section 53a-
165aa or 53a-166 in which such person renders criminal assistance to another person 
who has committed an offense set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection, (3) a 
violation of section 53a-156 committed during a proceeding that results in the 
conviction of another person subsequently determined to be actually innocent of the 
offense or offenses of which such other person was convicted, or (4) a motor vehicle 
violation or offense that resulted in the death of another person and involved a violation 
of subsection (a) of section 14-224. 

(b)  
(1) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section or subdivision (2) of this 

subsection, no person may be prosecuted for a violation of a (A) class B felony 
violation of section 53a–70, 53a–70a or 53a–70b, (B) class C felony violation of 
section 53a–71 or 53a–72b, or (C) class D felony violation of section 53a–72a, as 
amended by this act, except within twenty years next after the offense has been 
committed. 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, no person may be 
prosecuted for any offense involving sexual abuse, sexual exploitation or sexual 
assault of a victim if the victim was eighteen, nineteen or twenty years of age at 
the time of the offense, except not later than thirty years next after such victim 
attains the age of twenty-one years. 

(3) No person may be prosecuted for a class A misdemeanor violation of section 
53a–73a, as amended by this act, if the victim at the time of the offense was 
twenty-one years of age or older, except within ten years next after the offense 
has been committed. 

(c) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in 
subsection (a) of this section, for which the punishment is or may be imprisonment in 
excess of one year, except within five years next after the offense has been committed. 

(d) No person may be prosecuted for any offense, other than an offense set forth in 
subsection (a) or (b) of this section, except within one year next after the offense has 
been committed. 

(e) If the person against whom an indictment, information or complaint for any of said 
offenses is brought has fled from and resided out of this state during the period so 
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limited, it may be brought against such person at any time within such period, during 
which such person resides in this state, after the commission of the offense. 

(f) When any suit, indictment, information or complaint for any crime may be brought 
within any other time than is limited by this section, it shall be brought within such time. 
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8. CROSS ENFORCEMENT & REPORTING 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-100a. Reporting of neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
 
(a) Any employee of the Department of Children and Families who, in the course of his or her 

employment, has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal is being or has been harmed, 
neglected or treated cruelly in violation of section 53-247 shall make a written report to the 
Commissioner of Agriculture in accordance with subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) A report made pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be made as soon as 
practicable, but not later than forty-eight hours after the employee has reasonable cause 
to suspect that an animal has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly, and shall contain 
the following, if known: (1) The address where the animal was observed and the name and 
address of the owner or other person responsible for care of the animal; (2) the name and 
a description of the animal; (3) the nature and extent of the harm to, neglect of or cruelty 
to the animal; and (4) the approximate date and time such harm, neglect or cruelty was 
suspected. 

(c) Not later than October 1, 2012, and annually thereafter, the Commissioner of Children and 
Families, in consultation with the Commissioner of Agriculture and within available 
appropriations, shall develop and implement training for Department of Children and 
Families employees concerning the identification of harm to, neglect of and cruelty to 
animals and its relationship to child welfare case practice. 

 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-100c. Annual report re actual or suspected instances of animal neglect 
or cruelty 
 
Not later than February 15, 2018, and annually thereafter, the Commissioners of Children and 
Families and Agriculture shall, in accordance with section 11-4a, report to the joint standing 
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children on the 
number of written reports regarding actual or suspected instances of animal neglect or cruelty 
received from employees of the Department of Children and Families pursuant to section 17a-
100a and from animal control officers pursuant to section 22-329b. 
 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-106d. Report of neglected or cruelly treated animals part of record in 
open child protective service case 
 
Not later than one week after receiving a report pursuant to subsection (c) of section 22-329b, 
the Commissioner of Children and Families shall determine if any address provided in said report 
is an address where the Department of Children and Families has an open child protective 
service case. If the commissioner determines that there is an open child protective service case 
and the department is currently providing services for a child or youth and his or her family at 
the same address as an address provided in said report, the commissioner shall provide the 
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department's social worker assigned to such child or youth and his or her family with all relevant 
information from said report. The department shall include the information provided to the 
social worker in the department's record on the child. 
 
 
Conn. Gen. Stat, § 22-329b. Reporting of neglected or cruelly treated animals.  
 

(a) Any animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-331 or 22-331a who 
(1) has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal observed in the course of the officer’s 
employment is being or has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly in violation of 
section 53-247, or (2) files a verified petition with the Superior Court pursuant to section 
22-329a shall make a written report to the Commissioner of Agriculture in accordance 
with subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) The written report shall be made by the officer as soon as practicable, but not later than 
forty-eight hours after the officer has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal has 
been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (a) 
of this section or has filed a verified petition. Each written report shall contain, if known: 
(1) The address where the animal was observed and the name and address of the owner 
or other person responsible for care of the animal; (2) the name and a description of the 
animal; (3) the nature and extent of the harm to, neglect of or cruelty to the animal; (4) 
the approximate date and time such harm, neglect or cruelty occurred; (5) any 
information concerning any previous harm to, neglect of or cruelty to the animal; (6) the 
circumstances under which such harm, neglect or cruelty came to be known by the 
officer; and (7) the name and address of every person the officer reasonably suspects to 
be responsible for such harm, neglect or cruelty. 

(c) Not later than November 1, 2014, and monthly thereafter, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture shall send a report to the Commissioner of Children and Families containing 
all of the information received pursuant to subsection (b) of this section during the 
preceding month. 
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9.  VETERINARY REPORTING & IMMUNITY 
 

 

-----  
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10. LAW ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 
 

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329. Prevention of cruelty to dogs and other animals. 
 
The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any municipal 
animal control officer or any law enforcement officer may interfere to prevent any act of cruelty 
upon any dog or other animal, and any person who interferes with or obstructs or resists the 
commissioner or any such officer in the discharge of such duty shall be guilty of a class D 
misdemeanor. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-330. Authority of officers issuing summons. 
 
The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer and any animal control officer in any part of 
the state, any regional animal control officer in the territory to which he is assigned and any 
municipal animal control officer in the municipality for which he has been appointed may arrest 
any person and may issue a written complaint and summons in furtherance thereof for any 
violation of any law relating to dogs or to any domestic animal in the same manner police 
officers or constables may exercise in their respective jurisdictions. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108b. Appointment of agents as special police officers.  
 
The Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection may appoint, at the request of 
the Connecticut Humane Society, accredited agents of that society as special police officers to 
serve for two years from the date of their respective appointments, subject to removal by said 
commissioner. Such officers shall serve without pay, except their regular compensation as 
agents of said society. They shall receive no fees for service or return of any criminal process and 
shall have, throughout the state, the powers of constables and police officers to arrest and 
detain any person violating any provision of the statutes concerning cruelty to animals. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108c. Prevention of cruelty to animals. 
 
Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully interfere to prevent the 
perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any animal in his presence, and any person who 
interferes with or obstructs or resists any such officer or agent in the discharge of his duty shall 
be fined not more than fifty dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days.  
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11. SEIZURE 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
Animal abuse cost recovery account. 
 

(a) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal when such animal control 
officer has reasonable cause to believe that such animal is in imminent harm and is 
neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-
249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours after taking 
physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section, except that if, 
in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time after 
physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(b) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal upon issuance of a 
warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in 
violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 
53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section except 
that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time 
after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that 
it should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with 
the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford a verified petition 
plainly stating such facts of neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this 
section and it appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section and other affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided 
subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or 
the circumstances surrounding its care require that temporary care and custody be 
immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order 
to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition, or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or 
other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the petition. A hearing on the order issued by the court pursuant 
to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection shall be held not later than fourteen days after 
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the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any officer 
authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be 
served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. If the 
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, 
notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by publication in a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town in which such officer took physical custody of such 
animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of 
this section, and the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any 
municipal or regional animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that an 
animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 
53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal control officer may file 
a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the superior 
court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of neglect 
or cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and praying 
for appropriate action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal including, but not 
limited to, physical removal and temporary care and custody of the animal, 
authorization of an animal control officer or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for 
the animal on site, vesting of ownership of the animal, the posting of a bond in 
accordance with subsection (f) of this section and the assessment of costs in accordance 
with subsection (h) of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons for an order to show cause to be issued requiring the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at 
the time and place named. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for 
the care of the animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be 
given by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town where the animal is 
located not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of the hearing. If it 
appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to this subsection and other 
affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that 
there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances 
surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from the owner or 
owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its 
welfare, the court shall issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition which hearing shall be held not later than ten days after the 
issuance of such order for such temporary care and custody. The service of such order 
may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or 
indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and time of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal’s temporary care and custody in some 
suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or 
owners shall either relinquish ownership of the animal or post a surety bond or cash 
bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s temporary care and custody was 
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vested. The surety bond or cash bond shall be in the amount of five hundred dollars for 
each animal placed in the temporary care or custody of such agency or person and shall 
secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency or person having temporary 
care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal until the court 
makes a finding as to the animal’s disposition under subsection (g) of this section. The 
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides satisfactory 
evidence that such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 

(g)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

shall vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency which is permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated 
animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility 
by the court. 

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed. 

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person 
found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection less 
than thirty days after the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody 
and the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the agency or person with 
whom the bond was posted shall return the balance of such bond, if any, to the 
owner. The amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be calculated 
at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per 
animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days 
less than thirty that such agency or person has not had temporary care and 
custody of the animal less any veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the 
welfare of the animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsection after the 
issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal 
has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall 
return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred 
by the state or a municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it 
has taken custody of under subsection (a) or (b) of this section and the expenses 
incurred by any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person in providing 
temporary care and custody pursuant to an order vesting temporary care and custody, 
calculated at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day 
per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock until the date ownership is 
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vested pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (g) of this section shall be paid by the 
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addition, 
all veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal that are not 
covered by the per diem rate shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a 
municipality, the commissioner or the municipality may conduct or participate in a 
public auction of the animal under such conditions the commissioner or the municipality 
deems necessary or the commissioner or the municipality may consign the animal to an 
auction or sell the animal through an open advertised bid process whereby bid price and 
demonstration of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such animal are factors for 
the commissioner's or municipality's consideration. All moneys collected from the sale 
of animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open advertised bid 
process shall be deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in 
subsection (j) of this section. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a 
municipality through such open advertised bid process shall be deposited by the town 
treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's general fund. The commissioner or the 
municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an individual or a public or 
private nonprofit animal rescue or adoption organization. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be 
known as the “animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at 
public auction of animals seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this 
section shall be deposited into the account. Deposits of moneys may be made into the 
account from public or private sources, including, but not limited to, the federal 
government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the 
Department of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (j) of this section shall be deposited in 
the General Fund and credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account 
shall be available to the Commissioner of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, 
care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, until final disposition of such 
animal. Additionally, the account may be used for the purpose of providing 
reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such 
animal if such temporary care exceeded thirty days in duration and such costs exceeded 
the amount of any surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section provided the total annual reimbursement to municipalities from said account for 
such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Nothing in this section shall 
prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds from sources other than the 
account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department 
pursuant to this section. 
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d. Disposition of animal or vehicle of person arrested. 
 
When any person arrested under any provision of the laws relating to cruelty to animals is, at 
the time of such arrest, in charge of any vehicle drawn by or containing any animal cruelly 
treated, any agent or officer of the Connecticut Humane Society may take charge of such animal 
and of such vehicle and its contents, and shall give notice thereof to the owner, if known, at his 
last-known address by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and if the owner is 
not known, by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in which the society 
took charge of such animal. The society shall care and provide for the animal and the vehicle 
and its contents until their owner takes charge of them or, if the state claims such seized 
property is a nuisance, until they are destroyed or disposed of in accordance with section 54-
33g. The society shall have a lien on any such animal and vehicle for the expenses of such care 
and provision. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Detention and disposition of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any 
animal found neglected or cruelly treated, in violation of sections 22-366, 22-415 and 53-
247 to 53-252, inclusive, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (b) of 
this section, except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, such animal is so 
injured or diseased that it should be destroyed immediately, such officer or agent may 
humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter 
a verified petition plainly stating such facts as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named, 
which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the 
hearing. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the 
animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by 
publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in which the society took 
charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. Such 
court shall further give notice to the petitioner of the time and place of the hearing not 
less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.  

(c) If it appears from the allegations of the petition and other affirmations of fact 
accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable 
cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances surrounding its care 
require that its custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the 
care of the animal to show cause at such time as the court may designate why the court 
shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and 



P a g e | 29  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (15TH EDITION) 
© 2020 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

custody pending a hearing on the petition or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the 
petition which hearing shall be held within ten days from the issuance of such order on 
the need for such temporary care and custody. The service of such orders may be made 
by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent 
person.   

(d)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is 
permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court. 

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed.   

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable or 
worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense 
incurred by the society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has 
taken charge of under subsection (a) of this section and the expense incurred by an 
agency or person in providing temporary care and custody to an animal under 
subsection (c) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall 
have a lien upon such animal for such expense.  
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12.  COURTROOM ANIMAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM 

 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-86n. Appointment of advocate in proceeding re the welfare or custody 
of a cat or dog. Advocate’s duties. Department of Agriculture to maintain list of eligible 
advocates. 
 

(a) In any prosecution under section 53-247, or in any court proceeding pursuant to section 
22-329a or in the criminal session of the Superior Court regarding the welfare or custody 
of a cat or dog, the court may order, upon its own initiative or upon request of a party or 
counsel for a party, that a separate advocate be appointed to represent the interests of 
justice. If a court orders that an advocate be appointed to represent the interests of 
justice, the court shall appoint such advocate from a list provided to the court by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (c) of this section. A decision by the 
court denying a request to appoint a separate advocate to represent the interests of 
justice shall not be subject to appeal. 

(b) The advocate may: (1) Monitor the case; (2) consult any individual with information that 
could aid the judge or fact finder and review records relating to the condition of the cat 
or dog and the defendant's actions, including, but not limited to, records from animal 
control officers, veterinarians and police officers; (3) attend hearings; and (4) present 
information or recommendations to the court pertinent to determinations that relate to 
the interests of justice, provided such information and recommendations shall be based 
solely upon the duties undertaken pursuant to this subsection. 

(c) The Department of Agriculture shall maintain a list of attorneys with knowledge of 
animal issues and the legal system and a list of law schools that have students, or 
anticipate having students, with an interest in animal issues and the legal system. Such 
attorneys and law students shall be eligible to serve on a voluntary basis as advocates 
under this section. The provisions of sections 3-14 to 3-21, inclusive, of the Connecticut 
Practice Book shall govern a law student's participation as an advocate under this 
section. 
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13.  PROTECTION ORDERS 

 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 46b-15. Relief from physical abuse by family or household member or 
person in dating relationship. Application. Court orders. Duration. Copies. Expedited hearing 
for violation of order. Other remedies. 
NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

(a) Any family or household member, as defined in section 46b-38a, who has been 
subjected to a continuous threat of present physical pain or physical injury, stalking or a 
pattern of threatening, including, but not limited to, a pattern of threatening, as 
described in section 53a-62, by another family or household member may make an 
application to the Superior Court for relief under this section. 

(b) The application form shall allow the applicant, at the applicant's option, to indicate 
whether the respondent holds a permit to carry a pistol or revolver or possesses one or 
more firearms or ammunition. The application shall be accompanied by an affidavit 
made under oath which includes a brief statement of the conditions from which relief is 
sought. Upon receipt of the application the court shall order that a hearing on the 
application be held not later than fourteen days from the date of the order. The court, 
in its discretion, may make such orders as it deems appropriate for the protection of the 
applicant and such dependent children or other persons as the court sees fit. In making 
such orders, the court, in its discretion, may consider relevant court records if the 
records are available to the public from a clerk of the Superior Court or on the Judicial 
Branch's Internet web site. Such orders may include temporary child custody or 
visitation rights, and such relief may include, but is not limited to, an order enjoining the 
respondent from (1) imposing any restraint upon the person or liberty of the applicant; 
(2) threatening, harassing, assaulting, molesting, sexually assaulting or attacking the 
applicant; or (3) entering the family dwelling or the dwelling of the applicant. Such order 
may include provisions necessary to protect any animal owned or kept by the applicant 
including, but not limited to, an order enjoining the respondent from injuring or 
threatening to injure such animal. If an applicant alleges an immediate and present 
physical danger to the applicant, the court may issue an ex parte order granting such 
relief as it deems appropriate. If a postponement of a hearing on the application is 
requested by either party and granted, the ex parte order shall not be continued except 
upon agreement of the parties or by order of the court for good cause shown. If a 
hearing on the application is scheduled or an ex parte order is granted and the court is 
closed on the scheduled hearing date, the hearing shall be held on the next day the 
court is open and any such ex parte order shall remain in effect until the date of such 
hearing.  

 
* * * * *
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 46b-38c. Family violence response and intervention units. Local units. 
Duties and functions. Protective orders. Pretrial family violence education program. 
NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

* * * * * 
(e)  A protective order issued under this section may include provisions necessary to 

protect the victim from threats, harassment, injury or intimidation by the defendant, 
including, but not limited to, an order enjoining the defendant from (1) imposing any 
restraint upon the person or liberty of the victim, (2) threatening, harassing, assaulting, 
molesting or sexually assaulting the victim, or (3) entering the family dwelling or the 
dwelling of the victim. A protective order issued under this section may include 
provisions necessary to protect any animal owned or kept by the victim including, but 
not limited to, an order enjoining the defendant from injuring or threatening to injure 
such animal. Such order shall be made a condition of the bail or release of the 
defendant and shall contain the following notification: "In accordance with section 53a-
223 of the Connecticut general statutes, any violation of this order constitutes criminal 
violation of a protective order which is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not 
more than ten years, a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars, or both. Additionally, 
in accordance with section 53a-107 of the Connecticut general statutes, entering or 
remaining in a building or any other premises in violation of this order constitutes 
criminal trespass in the first degree which is punishable by a term of imprisonment of 
not more than one year, a fine of not more than two thousand dollars, or both. Violation 
of this order also violates a condition of your bail or release, and may result in raising 
the amount of bail or revoking release." Every order of the court made in accordance 
with this section after notice and hearing shall be accompanied by a notification that is 
consistent with the full faith and credit provisions set forth in 18 USC 2265(a), as 
amended from time to time. The information contained in and concerning the issuance 
of any protective order issued under this section shall be entered in the registry of 
protective orders pursuant to section 51-5c.  

 
* * * * * 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 54-1k. Issuance of protective orders in cases of stalking, harassment, sexual 
assault, risk of injury to or impairing morals of a child. 
 

(a) Upon the arrest of a person for a violation of subdivision (1) or (2) of subsection (a) of 
section 53-21, section 53a-70, 53a-70a, 53a-70c, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b or 53a-73a, 
or any attempt thereof, or section 53a-181c, as amended by public act 12-114, 53a-181d 
or 53a-181e, the court may issue a protective order pursuant to this section. Upon the 
arrest of a person for a violation of section 53a-182b or 53a-183, the court may issue a 
protective order pursuant to this section if it finds that such violation caused the victim 
to reasonably fear for his or her physical safety. Such order shall be an order of the 
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court, and the clerk of the court shall cause (1) a copy of such order, or the information 
contained in such order, to be sent to the victim, and (2) a copy of such order, or the 
information contained in such order, to be sent by facsimile or other means not later 
than forty-eight hours after its issuance to the law enforcement agency or agencies for 
the town in which the victim resides, the town in which the victim is employed and the 
town in which the defendant resides. If the victim is enrolled in a public or private 
elementary or secondary school, including a technical education and career school, or 
an institution of higher education, as defined in section 10a-55, the clerk of the court 
shall, upon the request of the victim, send, by facsimile or other means, a copy of such 
order, or the information contained in such order, to such school or institution of higher 
education, the president of any institution of higher education at which the victim is 
enrolled and the special police force established pursuant to section 10a-142, if any, at 
the institution of higher education at which the victim is enrolled, if the victim provides 
the clerk with the name and address of such school or institution of higher education. 

(b) A protective order issued under this section may include provisions necessary to protect 
the victim from threats, harassment, injury or intimidation by the defendant, including 
but not limited to, an order enjoining the defendant from (1) imposing any restraint 
upon the person or liberty of the victim, (2) threatening, harassing, assaulting, molesting 
or sexually assaulting the victim, or (3) entering the dwelling of the victim. A protective 
order issued under this section may include provisions necessary to protect any animal 
owned or kept by the victim including, but not limited to, an order enjoining the 
defendant from injuring or threatening to injure such animal. Such order shall be made a 
condition of the bail or release of the defendant and shall contain the following 
language: “In accordance with section 53a-223 of the Connecticut general statutes, any 
violation of this order constitutes criminal violation of a protective order which is 
punishable by a term of imprisonment of not more than ten years, a fine of not more 
than ten thousand dollars, or both. Additionally, in accordance with section 53a-107 of 
the Connecticut general statutes, entering or remaining in a building or any other 
premises in violation of this order constitutes criminal trespass in the first degree which 
is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not more than one year, a fine of not more 
than two thousand dollars, or both. Violation of this order also violates a condition of 
your bail or release and may result in raising the amount of bail or revoking release.” 

(c) The information contained in and concerning the issuance of any protective order issued 
under this section shall be entered in the registry of protective orders pursuant to 
section 51-5c. 
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14.  RESTITUTION 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
Animal abuse cost recovery account. 
 

(a) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal when such animal control 
officer has reasonable cause to believe that such animal is in imminent harm and is 
neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-
249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours after taking 
physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section, except that 
if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time after 
physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(b) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal upon issuance of a 
warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in 
violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 
53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section except 
that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time 
after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that 
it should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with 
the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford a verified petition 
plainly stating such facts of neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this 
section and it appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section and other affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided 
subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or 
the circumstances surrounding its care require that temporary care and custody be 
immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order 
to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition, or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or 
other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the petition. A hearing on the order issued by the court pursuant 
to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection shall be held not later than fourteen days after 
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the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any officer 
authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be 
served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. If the 
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, 
notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by publication in a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town in which such officer took physical custody of such 
animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of 
this section, and the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any 
municipal or regional animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that an 
animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 
53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal control officer may file 
a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the superior 
court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of neglect 
or cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and praying 
for appropriate action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal including, but not 
limited to, physical removal and temporary care and custody of the animal, 
authorization of an animal control officer or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for 
the animal on site, vesting of ownership of the animal, the posting of a bond in 
accordance with subsection (f) of this section and the assessment of costs in accordance 
with subsection (h) of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons for an order to show cause to be issued requiring the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at 
the time and place named. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for 
the care of the animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be 
given by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town where the animal is 
located not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of the hearing. If it 
appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to this subsection and other 
affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that 
there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances 
surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from the owner or 
owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its 
welfare, the court shall issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition which hearing shall be held not later than ten days after the 
issuance of such order for such temporary care and custody. The service of such order 
may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or 
indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and time of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal’s temporary care and custody in some 
suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or 
owners shall either relinquish ownership of the animal or post a surety bond or cash 
bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s temporary care and custody was 



P a g e | 36  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (15TH EDITION) 
© 2020 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

vested. The surety bond or cash bond shall be in the amount of five hundred dollars for 
each animal placed in the temporary care or custody of such agency or person and shall 
secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency or person having temporary 
care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal until the court 
makes a finding as to the animal’s disposition under subsection (g) of this section. The 
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides satisfactory 
evidence that such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 

(g)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

shall vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency which is permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated 
animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility 
by the court. 

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed. 

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person 
found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection less 
than thirty days after the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and 
the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the 
bond was posted shall return the balance of such bond, if any, to the owner. The 
amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be calculated at the rate of 
fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per animal if the 
animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days less than thirty 
that such agency or person has not had temporary care and custody of the 
animal less any veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the 
animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsection after the 
issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal 
has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall 
return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred by 
the state or a municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has 
taken custody of under subsection (a) or (b) of this section and the expenses incurred by 
any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person in providing temporary 
care and custody pursuant to an order vesting temporary care and custody, calculated at 
the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per animal if 
the animal is a horse or other large livestock until the date ownership is vested pursuant 
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to subdivision (1) of subsection (g) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addition, all veterinary costs 
and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal that are not covered by the per diem 
rate shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a 
municipality, the commissioner or the municipality may conduct or participate in a 
public auction of the animal under such conditions the commissioner or the municipality 
deems necessary or the commissioner or the municipality may consign the animal to an 
auction or sell the animal through an open advertised bid process whereby bid price and 
demonstration of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such animal are factors for 
the commissioner's or municipality's consideration. All moneys collected from the sale 
of animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open advertised bid 
process shall be deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in 
subsection (j) of this section. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a 
municipality through such open advertised bid process shall be deposited by the town 
treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's general fund. The commissioner or the 
municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an individual or a public or 
private nonprofit animal rescue or adoption organization. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be 
known as the “animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at 
public auction of animals seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this 
section shall be deposited into the account. Deposits of moneys may be made into the 
account from public or private sources, including, but not limited to, the federal 
government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the 
Department of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (j) of this section shall be deposited in 
the General Fund and credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account 
shall be available to the Commissioner of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, care 
and welfare of any animal seized by the department, until final disposition of such 
animal. Additionally, the account may be used for the purpose of providing 
reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such 
animal if such temporary care exceeded thirty days in duration and such costs exceeded 
the amount of any surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section provided the total annual reimbursement to municipalities from said account for 
such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Nothing in this section shall 
prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds from sources other than the 
account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department 
pursuant to this section. 

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108d. Disposition of animal or vehicle of person arrested. 
 
When any person arrested under any provision of the laws relating to cruelty to animals is, at 
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the time of such arrest, in charge of any vehicle drawn by or containing any animal cruelly 
treated, any agent or officer of the Connecticut Humane Society may take charge of such 
animal and of such vehicle and its contents, and shall give notice thereof to the owner, if 
known, at his last- known address by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and 
if the owner is not known, by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in 
which the society took charge of such animal. The society shall care and provide for the animal 
and the vehicle and its contents until their owner takes charge of them or, if the state claims 
such seized property is a nuisance, until they are destroyed or disposed of in accordance with 
section 54-33g. The society shall have a lien on any such animal and vehicle for the expenses of 
such care and provision. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Detention and disposition of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any 
animal found neglected or cruelly treated, in violation of sections 22-366, 22-415 and 
53-247 to 53-252, inclusive, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (b) 
of this section, except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, such animal is so 
injured or diseased that it should be destroyed immediately, such officer or agent may 
humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely destroyed.   

(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter 
a verified petition plainly stating such facts as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named, 
which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the 
hearing. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the 
animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by 
publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in which the society took 
charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. Such 
court shall further give notice to the petitioner of the time and place of the hearing not 
less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.   

(c) If it appears from the allegations of the petition and other affirmations of fact 
accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable 
cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances surrounding its care 
require that its custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the 
care of the animal to show cause at such time as the court may designate why the court 
shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and 
custody pending a hearing on the petition or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the 
petition which hearing shall be held within ten days from the issuance of such order on 
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the need for such temporary care and custody. The service of such orders may be made 
by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent 
person.   

(d)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is 
permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court.   

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed.   

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable or 
worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense 
incurred by the society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has 
taken charge of under subsection (a) of this section and the expense incurred by an 
agency or person in providing temporary care and custody to an animal under 
subsection (c) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall 
have a lien upon such animal for such expense.  

 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 53-253. Notice of arrest of offender to be given. 
 
Any person making an arrest for a violation of the laws relating to cruelty to animals shall use 
reasonable diligence to give notice thereof to the owner of animals found in the charge or 
custody of the person arrested and shall properly care and provide for them until their owner 
takes charge of them, provided the owner shall take charge of them within sixty days from the 
date of such notice; and the person making such arrest shall have a lien on such animals for the 
expense of such care and provision. 
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15.  FORFEITURE & POSSESSION BANS 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. 
Animal abuse cost recovery account. 
 

(a) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal when such animal control 
officer has reasonable cause to believe that such animal is in imminent harm and is 
neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-
249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours after taking 
physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section, except that 
if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time after 
physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(b) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or regional 
animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal upon issuance of a 
warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in 
violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 
53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section except 
that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time 
after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that 
it should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such 
animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with 
the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford a verified petition 
plainly stating such facts of neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named. 

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of this 
section and it appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to subsection 
(c) of this section and other affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided 
subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or 
the circumstances surrounding its care require that temporary care and custody be 
immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue an order 
to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition, or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or 
other public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody 
pending a hearing on the petition. A hearing on the order issued by the court pursuant 



P a g e | 41  

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF CONNECTICUT 
 

 

ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS OF THE USA (15TH EDITION) 
© 2020 Animal Legal Defense Fund 

to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection shall be held not later than fourteen days after 
the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any officer 
authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be 
served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. If the 
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not known, 
notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by publication in a newspaper 
having a circulation in the town in which such officer took physical custody of such 
animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing. 

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of 
this section, and the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any 
municipal or regional animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that an 
animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 
53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal control officer may file 
a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the 
superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of 
neglect or cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and 
praying for appropriate action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal 
including, but not limited to, physical removal and temporary care and custody of the 
animal, authorization of an animal control officer or a licensed veterinarian to provide 
care for the animal on site, vesting of ownership of the animal, the posting of a bond in 
accordance with subsection (f) of this section and the assessment of costs in accordance 
with subsection (h) of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause 
a summons for an order to show cause to be issued requiring the owner or owners or 
person having responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at 
the time and place named. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for 
the care of the animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be 
given by publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town where the animal is 
located not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of the hearing. If it 
appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to this subsection and other 
affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that 
there is reasonable cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances 
surrounding its care require the immediate removal of the animal from the owner or 
owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its 
welfare, the court shall issue an order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or other 
public or private agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a 
hearing on the petition which hearing shall be held not later than ten days after the 
issuance of such order for such temporary care and custody. The service of such order 
may be made by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or 
indifferent person and shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date 
and time of such hearing. 

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal’s temporary care and custody in some 
suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or 
owners shall either relinquish ownership of the animal or post a surety bond or cash 
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bond with the agency or person in whom the animal’s temporary care and custody was 
vested. The surety bond or cash bond shall be in the amount of five hundred dollars for 
each animal placed in the temporary care or custody of such agency or person and shall 
secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency or person having temporary 
care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal until the court 
makes a finding as to the animal’s disposition under subsection (g) of this section. The 
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides satisfactory 
evidence that such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond. 

(g)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

shall vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or 
private agency which is permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated 
animals or with any person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility 
by the court. 

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed. 

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person 
found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility. 

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection less 
than thirty days after the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody 
and the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the agency or person with 
whom the bond was posted shall return the balance of such bond, if any, to the 
owner. The amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be calculated 
at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per 
animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days 
less than thirty that such agency or person has not had temporary care and 
custody of the animal less any veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the 
welfare of the animal. 

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsection after the 
issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal 
has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall 
return such bond to such owner. 

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred 
by the state or a municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it 
has taken custody of under subsection (a) or (b) of this section and the expenses 
incurred by any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person in providing 
temporary care and custody pursuant to an order vesting temporary care and custody, 
calculated at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day 
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per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock until the date ownership is 
vested pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (g) of this section shall be paid by the 
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addition, 
all veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal that are not 
covered by the per diem rate shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the animal. 

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a 
municipality, the commissioner or the municipality may conduct or participate in a public 
auction of the animal under such conditions the commissioner or the municipality deems 
necessary or the commissioner or the municipality may consign the animal to an auction 
or sell the animal through an open advertised bid process whereby bid price and 
demonstration of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such animal are factors for 
the commissioner's or municipality's consideration. All moneys collected from the sale of 
animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open advertised bid 
process shall be deposited in the “animal abuse cost recovery account” established in 
subsection (j) of this section. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a 
municipality through such open advertised bid process shall be deposited by the town 
treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's general fund. The commissioner or the 
municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an individual or a public or 
private nonprofit animal rescue or adoption organization. 

(j) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be 
known as the “animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at 
public auction of animals seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this 
section shall be deposited into the account. Deposits of moneys may be made into the 
account from public or private sources, including, but not limited to, the federal 
government or municipal governments. 

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the 
Department of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (j) of this section shall be deposited in 
the General Fund and credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account 
shall be available to the Commissioner of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing, 
care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, until final disposition of such 
animal. Additionally, the account may be used for the purpose of providing 
reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such 
animal if such temporary care exceeded thirty days in duration and such costs exceeded 
the amount of any surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section provided the total annual reimbursement to municipalities from said account for 
such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Nothing in this section shall 
prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds from sources other than the 
account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department 
pursuant to this section.  
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CONN. GEN. STAT. § 29-108e. Detention and disposition of neglected or cruelly treated animals.   
 

(a) Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully take charge of any 
animal found neglected or cruelly treated, in violation of sections 22-366, 22-415 and 
53-247 to 53-252, inclusive, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (b) 
of this section, except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, such animal is so 
injured or diseased that it should be destroyed immediately, such officer or agent may 
humanely destroy or cause such animal to be humanely destroyed. 

(b) Such officer or agent shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter 
a verified petition plainly stating such facts as to bring such animal within the 
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition the court shall cause 
a summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility 
for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named, 
which summons shall be served not less than fourteen days before the date of the 
hearing. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the 
animal is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by 
publication in a newspaper having a circulation in the town in which the society took 
charge of such animal not less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing. Such 
court shall further give notice to the petitioner of the time and place of the hearing not 
less than fourteen days before the date of the hearing.   

(c) If it appears from the allegations of the petition and other affirmations of fact 
accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable 
cause to find that the animal’s condition or the circumstances surrounding its care 
require that its custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall 
either (1) issue an order to the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the 
care of the animal to show cause at such time as the court may designate why the court 
shall not vest in some suitable agency or person the animal’s temporary care and 
custody pending a hearing on the petition or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable 
agency or person the animal’s temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the 
petition which hearing shall be held within ten days from the issuance of such order on 
the need for such temporary care and custody. The service of such orders may be made 
by any officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent 
person.   

(d)  
(1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it 

may vest ownership of the animal in any private or public agency which is 
permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with any 
person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court.   

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it 
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely 
destroyed.   

(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly 
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treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person 
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is 
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of 
the animal in any private or public agency or person found to be suitable or 
worthy of such responsibility.   

(e) Unless the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly treated, the expense 
incurred by the society in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it has 
taken charge of under subsection (a) of this section and the expense incurred by an 
agency or person in providing temporary care and custody to an animal under 
subsection (c) of this section shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having 
responsibility for the care of the animal and the society or such agency or person shall 
have a lien upon such animal for such expense.  
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16. COURT-ORDERED TREATMENT 

 

-----  
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17.  HOT CARS 

 
 

-----  
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18. CIVIL NUISANCE ABATEMENT 
 

-----  
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19. AG-GAG LAWS 
 

-----  
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20. BREED SPECIFIC LEGISLATION 
 
 CONN. GEN. STAT. § 7-148. Scope of municipal powers. 
 NOTE: Inapplicable statutory language has been omitted. 
 

(a) Definitions. 
Whenever used in this section, “municipality” means any town, city or borough, 
consolidated town and city or consolidated town and borough. 

(b) Ordinances. 
Powers granted to any municipality under the general statutes or by any charter or 
special act, unless the charter or special act provides to the contrary, shall be exercised 
by ordinance when the exercise of such powers has the effect of: 

(1) Establishing rules or regulations of general municipal application, the violation of 
which may result in the imposition of a fine or other penalty including 
community service for not more than twenty hours; or 

(2) Creating a permanent local law of general applicability. 
(c) Powers. 

Any municipality shall have the power to do any of the following, in addition to all 
powers granted to municipalities under the Constitution and general statutes: 

 
* * * * * 

(7) Regulatory and police powers.  
* * * * * 

(D) Animals. 
(i)  Regulate and prohibit the going at large of dogs and other animals in 

the streets and public places of the municipality and prevent cruelty 
to animals and all inhuman sports, except that no municipality shall 
adopt breed-specific dog ordinances; 
 

* * * * * 
 


